
An Anglican Angle  
on Reaching Out in 
Christ’s Name

“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?” This question (The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 305) is asked 
of each person about to be baptized. After asserting that one believes in Jesus 
Christ and commits to following Him as Lord, the baptismal candidate also 
promises to “love thy neighbor as thyself.”

Reaching out in Christ’s name with acts of compassion has been a part of the 
Christian tradition since the first church. We are reminded in 1 Corinthians 13 
that without love, we are nothing. The two great commandments (Matt. 22:37-
40) require us to love God and love others.

This quarter we focus on reaching out with Christ’s love to those in need—
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. Many Anglicans in history and today are 
reaching out in Christ’s name. Included in this article are excerpts from the 
words of some great teachers in church history, Thomas Cranmer, John Jewel, 
and John Wesley, about reaching out with Christ’s love. May their words inspire 
your thinking and practice.

How to Love Others
“For his sake, love all men, friends and foes, 

because they be his creation and image, and 
redeemed by Christ, as ye are. Cast in your 
minds, how you may do good unto all men unto 
your powers, and hurt no man . . . And traveling 
continually during your life, thus in keeping the 
commandments of God—wherein standeth the 
pure, principal, and right honour of God, and 
which, wrought in faith, God hath ordained to be 
the right trade and pathway unto heaven—you 
shall not fail, as Christ hath promised, to come to 
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that blessed and everlasting life, where you shall live 
in glory and joy with God forever.”  
– From the “Sermon on Good Works” (First Book of 
Homilies) written by Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop 
of Canterbury

Our Duty to the Poor
“Amongst the manifold duties, that Almighty God 

requireth of his faithful servants, the true Christians 
. . . there is none that is either more acceptable unto 
him or more profitable for them, than are the works 
of mercy and pity shewed upon the poor, which be 
afflicted with any kind of mercy.” – From the sermon 
“Of Alms-deeds, and Mercifulness Towards the Poor 
and Needy” (Second Book), probably written by 
John Jewel, Bishop of Salisbury 

Excerpt from a Sermon Entitled  
“On Visiting the Sick”

“Whenever, therefore, you are about to enter 
upon the work, seek his help by earnest prayer. Cry 
to him for the whole spirit of humility, lest if pride 

steal into your heart, if you ascribe anything 
to yourself, while you strive to save others 

you destroy your own soul. Before and 
through the work, from the beginning to 

the end, let your heart wait upon him 
for a continual supply of meekness 
and gentleness, of patience and long-
suffering, that you may never be angry 
or discouraged at whatever treatment, 

rough or smooth, kind or unkind, you 
may meet with. . .  ” 

 
– John Wesley, Sermon 98, 1872 Edition

Q U E S T I O N S
Use the following questions, along with 

the article above, to discuss and explore.

 What are some of the challenges of 
“loving your neighbor” in today’s 
world? 

 In what ways does your parish or  
diocese reach out to those in need? 
How can you get involved?  
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Coming Up on the  
Church Calendar
Early Christians organized their year to remember and 
celebrate the important events of Christ’s life, death 
and resurrection, and the beginning of the Church. 
For more information, consult The Book of Common 
Prayer. Here are a few select events.

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary – May 31: 
(Observe in Sunday school on May 29) The Visitation of 
St. Mary recalls the visit Mary made soon after learning 
that she would be the mother of Jesus. She went to 
see her cousin Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John 
the Baptist. When Mary greeted Elizabeth, the unborn 
John leapt for joy in his mother’s womb. At that time, 
Elizabeth attested to Mary being the mother of the 
Messiah, and Mary responded with praise for the 
works of God. Mary’s words are called the Magnificat, 
or the Song of Mary, and are often recited in Morning 
or Evening Prayer. Both Mary and Elizabeth were 
knowledgeable and devout followers of God. Read 
more in Luke 1:5-55. Traditional color used in churches is 
white for joy or blue for Mary.

 Trinity Sunday  – June 12: arrives one week after 
Pentecost to highlight God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The concept of the Trinity cannot be completely 
understood. Nonetheless, we remain faithful to the Scriptures in describing God. Traditional color used in 
churches is white for celebration.

St James  – July 25: (Observe in Sunday school on July 24 – St. James the Apostle was the first of the 12 
apostles to be martyred. He was also the brother of John and one of the three disciples closest to Jesus. 
He was present at the Transfiguration, which is celebrated in August, and at Jesus’ prayers in the Garden of 
Gethsemane the night before the crucifixion. James and his brother, John, owned a fishing business when 
they met Jesus. Traditional color used in churches is red for martyrdom.

The Season after Pentecost  – The Season after Pentecost is a good time to grow in knowledge of the 
Holy Spirit. God the Holy Spirit is active in many ways. Scripture tells us that He convicts people concerning 
sin to bring them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. He also helps Christians grow in understanding 
and love of the Lord through the Scriptures. Read the following Bible passages: John 14:15-17; 15:26-27; 
16:5-15; Acts 1:16; 2 Peter 1:21.  
Traditional color used in churches is green for growth and life.
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Family Discoveries 
Plan a Family Service Project

Passing the Torch
Family Edition

This quarter, we are focusing on reaching out 
with Christ’s love to those in need—physically, 
emotionally, or spiritually. Do a simple service 
project as a family. What you are able to do will 
depend upon the ages of your children, but here 
are some ideas:

» Make cookies for your neighbors.

» Draw and deliver pictures or cards to shut-ins or   
 people in nursing homes.

» Help serve at a local soup kitchen.

» Go through your closets and find things that   
 you do not need to give to a thrift shop or a refugee 
 resettlement program.

» Pack meals for mission groups that provide food for  
 starving children.

» Help a neighbor or member of your parish with a  
 cleaning or maintenance project at their home.

» Help your child brainstorm ways to collect money to  
 give to a local ministry organization.

» Collect food for the local food bank.

» Search online for a mission organization 
 that provides goods overseas, save as a   
 family for a month, then make a donation.

» Start sponsoring a child living in poverty.

4
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Lighting the Lamp

Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Toddlers

In Your Toddler/2 Classroom

June Activities
   Visitation of St. Mary (May 31; teach May 29) Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth after she found 
out she was going to be Jesus’ mother. Elizabeth was going to become John the Baptist’s 
mother. Mary and Elizabeth were happy that God was going to send Jesus. Mary sang a song 
thanking God for His goodness. Sing a song together praising God. A good option would be Psalm 
150 (Praise the Lord with Trumpet Sounds) which is in the public domain and can be found online.

   Showing Jesus’ Love—We can show people Jesus’ love by making them smile. We are going 
to sing our song for some grown-ups to show them how much Jesus loves them. Use the song 
you learned for the Visitation of St. Mary and take the class to perform for an adult Sunday school 
class or other adult group meeting during your class time.

July Activities
Materials: paper plates, glue, marker, coloring utensils
   St James (July 25; teach July 24) James was a fisherman who followed Jesus. James and 
his brother John fished together. They left their fishing to follow Jesus many places. They 
followed Him for the rest of their lives. Give each child a paper plate with a wedge, no more than 
one fourth of the plate, cut out of it. The gap in the plate is the fish’s mouth. Glue the cut-out wedge 
to the back of the fish, point inward, as a tail. Using the marker, draw an eye on the fish and write 
“Jesus loves you” on the body. Let the children decorate their fish.

Materials: colored paper hearts, crayons
   Showing Jesus’ Love—One way that we show Jesus’ love is by telling people we love them. 
Have the children make summer Valentines for their parents. Write “I love you” or something similar 
on each child’s heart, then have the child decorate it. 

August  Activities
Materials: copies of page 13 for each child, coloring utensils/washable fingerpaint 
(can be made with 1 c. starch or clear liquid detergent and 3 tablespoons of 
washable tempera paint), paint shirts, wipes for hands

   The Season after Pentecost Have the children color or fingerpaint the dove 
outline.

   Showing Jesus’ Love—Another way we show Jesus’ love to other people is 
by praying for them. Who are some people you love? Do you know anyone 
who is sick? Let’s pray for those people together. Do a simple repeat-after-me 
prayer. Be sure to include the people who the children name.

5
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Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Preschoolers

In Your Preschool Classroom

June Activities
   Visitation of St. Mary (May 31; teach May 29) Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth after she found 
out she was going to be Jesus’ mother. Elizabeth was going to become John the Baptist’s 
mother. Mary and Elizabeth were happy that God was going to send Jesus. Mary sang a song 
thanking God for His goodness. Sing a song together praising God. A good option would be Psalm 
150 (Praise the Lord with Trumpet Sounds) which is in the public domain and can be found online.

   Showing Jesus’ Love—We can show people Jesus’ love by making them smile. We are going to 
sing our song for some grown-ups to show them how much Jesus loves them. Use the song you 
learned for the Visitation of St. Mary and take the class to perform for an adult Sunday school class or 
other adult group meeting during your class time. 

July Activities
Materials: paper plates, glue, marker, coloring 
utensils

   St. James (July 25; teach July 24) James was 
a fisherman who followed Jesus. James and 
his brother John fished together. They left 
their fishing to follow Jesus many places. 
They served Him the rest of their lives. 
Give each child a paper plate with a wedge 
no more than one fourth of the plate, cut out 
of it. The gap in the plate serves as the fish’s 
mouth. Glue the cut-out wedge to the back 
of the fish, pointing inward, as a tail. Using 
the marker, draw an eye on the fish and write 
“Jesus loves you” on the body. Let the children 
decorate their fish.

Materials: colored paper, crayons, heart 
stickers (optional)

   Showing Jesus’ Love—One way we show 
Jesus’ love is by telling people we love 
them. Have the children make summer 
Valentines for their parents to remind their 
parents they are loved. On each child’s card 
write “I love you because _______” and ask the 
child to fill in the blank before coloring the 
card.

August Activities
Materials: copies of page 13 for each child, 
trigger-style spray bottles, primary color liquid 
watercolors (can buy or create your own with 
water and several drops of food coloring), 
paint shirts, old dishpans (optional)

   The Season after Pentecost Fill the bottles 
with liquid watercolors and have the children 
spray color on the dove outline. If you do this 
inside, place the paper inside an old dishpan.

   Showing Jesus’ Love—Another 
way we show Jesus’ love to 
other people is by praying for 
them. Who are some people 
you love? Do you know anyone 
who is sick? Let’s pray for 
those people together. Do a 
simple repeat-after-me prayer. 
Be sure to include the people 
the children name.

Reproduce and send home Passing the Torch—Family Edition (Page 3 of this supplement).
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Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Elementary-Aged Students

In Your Early Elementary 
Classroom

August Activities
Materials: 9 pieces of fruit for each child cut out of 
either self-stick fun-foam or construction paper, a 
bowl shaped piece of paper for each child, markers, 
glue-sticks
   The Season after Pentecost is a time to grow. 
The Holy Spirit helps us grow in loving Jesus and 
following Him. Read about the fruit of the Spirit in 
Galatians 5:22-23. Give each child nine pieces of fruit 
and a bowl. Have them write one fruit of the Spirit on 
each piece of fruit, then attach the fruit to the bowl. 
Label the bowl “Fruit of the Spirit.”

Materials: For each child: 2 copies of page 12, 10 
pieces of candy, tape, gallon-size plastic bag, scissors
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name—We can reach out 
to others by being kind to people. This week, catch 
five different people doing something nice. When 
you catch someone, give them two certificates, one 
for them to keep and one to pass on to someone 
they catch. Have the children cut the certificates 
apart and attach a piece of candy to each one. Place 
all 10 certificates in the bag to take home.

July Activities
Materials: pictures of fish hidden around the room

   St James (July 25; teach July 24) James and his 
brother, John, were fishermen. They became 
followers of Jesus. When they met Jesus, He 
asked them to help Him find people instead of 
fish. James followed Jesus for the rest of his life. 
How many fish pictures are in the room? Let the 
children move around and search for pictures. Jesus 
wants us to find people to tell about Him, just like 
we found the fish!

Materials: colored paper,  
markers, heart stickers  
(optional)
   Showing Jesus’ Love One  
way we show Jesus’ love is by  
telling people we love them.  
Have the children make  
summer Valentines for their  
parents to remind their parents  
they are loved.

June Activities
Materials: paper, crayons, markers

   Visitation of St. Mary (May 31; teach May 29) 
Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth 
would become the mother of John the Baptist. 
Mary would become the mother of Jesus. They 
were both happy that God was sending Jesus 
to help His people. Mary wrote a song thanking 
God for keeping His promises. Draw a picture of 
something you are thankful God gave you. Have 
each child write “I thank God for…” on their paper 
with a marker. Have them use crayons to draw 
their pictures.

   Showing Jesus’ Love Jesus said God’s two most 
important rules are love God and love others as 
yourself. We love others when we pray for and 
help people who are poor and sick. Play a game 
of freeze tag. Choose one or two children to be 
“it” depending on the size of your class. Everyone 
else can unfreeze people who “it” has tagged. After 
playing, explain that the people who were “it” 
were making people “sick” by tagging them. When 
someone unfroze the frozen people, they helped 
the frozen people get better.

Reproduce and send home Passing the Torch—Family Edition (Page 3 of this supplement).
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June Activities
Materials: Bibles, paper, pencils

   Visitation of St. Mary (May 31; teach May 29) The Bible tells us that, after learning 
that she was going to be Jesus’ mother, Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth. Have 
the students read Luke 1:46-55 to discover how Mary thanked God. Give each child a 
piece of paper. Ask them to write and complete this sentence “Lord God, I praise You for 
_________.” Then have the students fold each paper into a paper airplane. We are going 
to fly our prayers to Jesus. Let everyone throw their airplane once, then collect the 
planes and put them in a designated spot until the children leave.
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name—Jesus said God’s two most important rules are love 
God and love others as yourself. We love others when we pray for and help people 
who are poor and sick. Play a game of freeze tag. After playing, explain that the people 
who were “it” were making people “sick” by tagging them. When someone unfroze a 
frozen person, they helped the frozen people get better.

July Activities
   St James (July 25; teach July 24) James and his brother, John, were fishermen. They 
became followers of Jesus. James was the first of Jesus’ 12 disciples to be killed. Red 
is used in church to remind us that James died for Jesus. When Jesus called James and 
John, He told them they were going to become fishers of men. Have a group discussion 
about what it means to be fishers of men. Let the children share what they can do to be 
fishers of men.
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name Find a local ministry that has a tangible need. (Many 
organizations have wish-lists on their websites.) Have the kids raise money to fill a class-
picked need by bringing in their own money or brainstorming other ideas of filling the need. 
Chart their progress towards the goal. When you reach the goal, have the children make a 
card to send with the item. Take a group photo with the item before you deliver it.

August Activities
Materials: fun-foam, scissors, hole-punch, markers, a string for each child, cardboard 
fruit shape patterns (optional)
   The Season after Pentecost is a time to think about growing. The Holy Spirit 
helps us grow as Christians. Read about the fruit of the Sprit in Galatians 5:22-23. 
Have the children cut out nine pieces of fruit each from the fun-foam, then write a fruit 
of the Spirit on each piece of fruit. Punch a hole in each piece of fruit, put them on the 
string, then knot the string. The children they can hang the string on their backpacks or 
somewhere at home to remember how the Holy Spirit helps us grow.

Materials: For each child: 2 copies of page 12, 10 pieces of candy, tape, gallon-size 
plastic bag, scissors

   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name—This week, catch five different people doing 
something nice. When you catch someone, give them two certificates, one to keep 
and one to pass on to someone they catch. Have students cut the certificates apart 
and attach a piece of candy to each one. Store the certificates in the bag.

Lighting the Lamp

Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Elementary-Aged Students

In Your Elementary Classroom

Henry Winter Syle
WHERE HE LIVED:  
USA 
WHAT HE DID: 
Henry Winter Syle (1846-
1890) was the first deaf 
man to become a minister. 
He was born to missionary 
parents in China. When 
he was six, Henry had 
scarlet fever and became 
deaf. Later, Henry went 
to college and became 
a professor at the New 
York School for the Deaf. 
During this time he went 
to St. Ann’s Church for the 
Deaf. Henry Winter Syle 
was ordained an Episcopal 
priest in 1883. He served 
at All Souls Church for the 
Deaf, in Philadelphia, from 
its consecration in 1888 
until his death in 1890.

Hero for Christ: 
Activity
Syle and the people in his 
parish used sign language 
in their church instead 
of spoken words. Teach 
the children how to sign a 
song like Jesus Loves Me. 
There are versions on the 
Internet.

HERO FOR CHRIST
(use on August 25 on the church 
calendar)

8Reproduce and send home Passing the Torch— 
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Thomas Gallaudet
WHEN HE LIVED:  
1822-1902
WHAT HE DID: Known as 
the “Apostle to the Deaf,” 
Thomas Gallaudet was born 
to a hearing father and a 
deaf mother. Ordained an 
Episcopal Priest in 1851, 
Thomas dedicated his 
ministry to providing ways 
for the deaf to worship the 
Lord. He started the first 
deaf church in the United 
States in 1852, Saint Ann’s 
Church for the Deaf in New 
York City. 

Hero for Christ: 
Activity
Gallaudet was a pastor to 
people who could not hear. 
As a class, act out the story 
of Jesus saving us from our 
sins without using words. 
Students could come up 
with their own story or could 
give a situation. Be sure to 
talk about the experience 
afterwards, specifically what 
it was like to tell the story 
without speaking.
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Lighting the Lamp

Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Elementary-Aged Students

In Your Upper Elementary 
Classroom

HERO FOR CHRIST
(use on August 25 on the church 
calendar)

Reproduce and send home Passing the Torch— 
Family Edition (Page 3 of this supplement).

June Activities
Materials: squares of waxed paper, chalk, Bibles

   Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31; teach May 29) Have the class read Luke 

1:39-56 out loud. We use Mary’s song from Luke 1:46-55 in the Evening Prayer service in 
the Book of Common Prayer. Give each student a waxed paper square and have them write 
a prayer of thanks on it using chalk (the writing won’t be visible). Even though we can’t see our 
prayers on the paper, God hears us, just like He heard Mary’s song.
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name—Find a local ministry that has a tangible need. (Many 
organizations have wish-lists on their websites.) Have the kids raise money to fill a class-picked 
need by bringing in their own money or brainstorming other ideas of filling the need. When 
you reach the goal, have the class send a card and a group photo along with the item to be 
delivered.

July Activities
   St James (July 25; teach July 24) On this day, we remember James, the brother of John. 
James and John worked at their family’s fishing business until they started to follow 
Jesus. Jesus called James to be a fisher of men. James was the first of the 12 disciples to 
die for his faith. Split the class into small groups and let them discuss what it means to be 
fishers of men. Come back together and share what everyone came up with. 

Materials: cookie ingredients, paper plates (1 per student), plastic wrap, labels that say “Jesus 
loves you and so do we”
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name Find a recipe for no bake cookies online and make them as a 
class. Put the cookies on the plates and wrap the plates with plastic wrap. Place one label on 
each plate. Give each child a plate of cookies and go on a walk through the church. Have the 
children give the plates away to whomever you meet on your walk.

August Activities
Materials: a banana, apple or orange per student, light corn syrup, food coloring, 
paintbrushes, small bowls

   Before class, make edible paint by adding 1 drop of food coloring to corn syrup in a bowl.      

The Season after Pentecost is a time to think about growing. The Holy Spirit helps us 
grow as Christians. Read about the fruit of the Sprit in Galatians 5:22-23. Talk about what 
each fruit means. Have each child choose a fruit of the Spirit they want to work on, then 
paint the name of that fruit of the Spirit on a piece of fruit.

Materials: For each child: 2 copies of page 12, 10 pieces of candy, tape, gallon-size plastic 
bag, scissors
   Reaching out in Jesus’ Name—This week, try to catch five different people doing 
something nice. When you catch someone, give them two certificates, one to keep and 
one to pass on to someone they catch. Have preteens cut the certificates apart and attach 
a piece of candy to each one.



Martyrs of Uganda 
(1886) 
Over 35 Ugandan Christians 
died for their faith under King 
Mwanga II, many of them 
between May 25 and June 3, 
1886. They were young men and 
boys, Catholic and Anglican, 
who had placed their loyalty to 
God above their loyalty to the 
king. The king had hoped to 
wipe out Christianity by putting 
these Christians to death. 
Instead, inspired by the bravery 
of the martyrs, more and more 
people came to Christ. There 
is a Memorial to the Ugandan 
Martyrs at Numumgongo. Today 
the Church of Uganda has 34 
dioceses and over 8 million 
Anglican parishioners and 
affiliates. 

Back in Time 
Discussion:
These people died for their faith, 
and it caused many people 
to come to Christ instead of 
destroying Christianity like the 
king hoped. Although people in 
our country aren’t being killed 
for being Christians, there are 
still many people who don’t 
believe. What are ways that you 
can be an example of faith like 
the martyrs in Uganda?

Namugongo Martyrs Shrine

Lighting the Lamp

Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Youth

In Your Middle School     
Classroom

June Activities
Materials: Bibles, paper, pencils
   The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31; teach May 29) recalls the 
visit Mary made to her cousin Elizabeth soon after hearing that she would be 
the mother of Jesus. Read the story in Luke 1:39-56. Mary’s words are called the 
Magnificat and are often recited in Evening Prayer. Have students look at Luke 1:44-
55, making note of phrases they notice. Then have them write their own song of praise 
using at least one phrase from the Magnificat as a starting point.
   Reaching out in Christ’s Name—Exhibiting compassion for those in need is a 
command from Jesus. People tend to ignore people who are less fortunate than 
they are. The Bible says the Christians are to reach out to people who are in need. 
Read Galatians 3:28. What needs do you see in our community? As a group, plan a 
service project to reach out this summer. Perhaps organize a food drive for a local food 
bank or a social event for middle schoolers from low income families.

July Activities
Materials: paper, coloring utensils

   St James the Apostle (July 25; teach July 24) was the first of the 12 apostles to be   
martyred. He was one of the three disciples closest to Jesus. He was present at 
the Transfiguration and the Garden of Gethsemane. James and his brother John 
owned a fishing business when they met Jesus. Create a drawing that tells the 
story of St. James. Include the color red, which signifies martyrdom. Read Matthew 
20:20-28 and in Acts 12:1-2 for more about James.

   Reaching out in Christ’s Name—There are many needs right here in our parish. 
Spend time during a class period doing a short service project for your church. This 
should be something that the students can do without too much help. Afterwards, 
discuss the event and why it is important to serve others.

August Activities  
Materials: Bible, Prayer Book 
   The Season after Pentecost is a good time to grow in knowledge of the Holy 
Spirit. God the Holy Spirit is active in many ways. He convicts people to bring 
them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. He also helps Christians grow in 
understanding and love of the Lord through the Scriptures. Have one student look 
up and read each of the following passages: John 14:15-17; 15:26-27; 16:5-15; Acts 1:16; 
2 Peter 1:21; the Nicene Creed in the Prayer Book. As a group, discuss what all of these 
passages teach about the Holy Spirit. How have you seen the Holy Spirit at work? What 
does the Holy Spirit mean for us?

Materials: paper, writing utensils

   Reaching out in Christ’s Name can be about caring for people’s emotional and 
spiritual needs. Have each student write the name of someone they know who is often 
sad, bullied, or excluded at the top of their piece of paper. Then, list five ways that they are 
going to demonstrate caring. Be sure to follow up with the students each week.

BACK IN TIME
(use on June 5 on the Church Calendar)
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Anglican Activities for Reaching Out  
with Jesus’ Love to Youth

In Your High School     
Classroom

June Activities
   The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31; teach May 29) is the visit Mary 
made to her cousin Elizabeth soon after hearing that she would be the mother 
of Jesus. Split the group into pairs and have them read Luke 1:39-56. After they finish 
reading, have them discuss the following ideas: What do you think Mary was thinking 
and feeling as she went to visit Elizabeth? What might Elizabeth’s welcome have 
meant to her? Look again at Mary’s song, Luke 1:44-55 and write your own song to 
God expressing how you feel about Him today.

   Reaching out in Christ’s Name—Exhibiting compassion for those in need is a 
command from Jesus. The Bible says Christians are to transcend social barriers. 
Read Galatians 3:28. What social barriers do you see in our community? As a group, 
plan a service project to reach out across those social barriers this summer, perhaps 
serving at a local soup kitchen or participating in some other homeless ministry.

July Activities
Materials: Prayer books, whiteboard and markers

   St. James the Apostle (July 25; teach July 24) was the first of the 12 apostles 
to be martyred. He was one of the disciples closest to Jesus. He was present 
at the Transfiguration. James and his brother John owned a fishing business 
when they met Jesus. Have the students read the collect for St. James’ Day. Write 
down key characteristics they call out about St. James’ Christian discipleship. As a 
group, thank God for people today who show Christian discipleship. 

   Reaching out in Christ’s Name—Before class, create descriptions of ways your 
parish or diocese is involved in the community. Split the class into small groups, 
one group per ministry. Allow the groups 10 minutes to plan how they could get 
involved in that ministry opportunity.

August Activities
Materials: Bibles
   The Season after Pentecost is a good time to grow in knowledge of the Holy 
Spirit. God the Holy Spirit is active in many ways. He convicts people to bring 
them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. He also helps Christians grow in 
understanding and love of the Lord through the Scriptures. Have students look 
up the following passages about the Holy Spirit: John 14:15-17; 15:26-27; 16:5-15; 
Acts 1:16; 2 Peter 1:21. What do these passages teach us about the Holy Spirit? 
How do you see the Holy Spirit active in today’s society?

Materials: paper, writing utensils

   Reaching out in Christ’s Name can be about caring for people’s emotional and 
spiritual needs. Have each student write the name of someone they know who is 
often sad, bullied, or excluded at the top of their piece of paper. Then, list five ways 
that they are going to demonstrate care to that person. Be sure to follow up with 
the students each week.
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V. S. Azariah 
1874–1945,
In 1910, a young Indian priest, 
Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, 
told delegates of the first World 
Missionary Conference that “the 
problem of race relations is one of 
the most serious problems facing 
the Church today.” Relationships 
between white missionaries and 
Indian Christians resembled masters 
and servants. Azariah wanted Indian 
Christians to develop into mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ. He became 
the first native bishop in India. He 
challenged all the members of his 
diocese to take their faith seriously. 
He also skillfully incorporated 
Indian customs (particularly music) 
into Christian worship without 
compromising the Gospel. 

Back in Time: Discussion
Azariah incorporated Indian 
customs into worship in order to 
help the people of his diocese take 
faith seriously. What would help 
you, as high schoolers, to take faith 
more seriously? What could you 
incorporate into your worship or 
devotional life? This quarter each 
person should choose something to 
practice that will help him/her grow 
in faith while staying true to our 
Anglican faith.

BACK IN TIME
(use in early June)

Reproduce and send home Passing the Torch— 
Family Edition (Page 3 of this supplement).
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FOR  
USE IN  

AUGUST  

The Season after Pentecost is a time for growing.  

The Holy Spirit helps us grow in our love of Jesus.  

He helps us when we read or hear God’s Word, the Bible.  

A dove can remind us of the Holy Spirit.
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