
If John Calvin, the 16th-century reformer were 

still alive today, he would celebrate his 510th 

birthday on July 10. Calvin is a very important 

figure in the history of our church. Calvin was 

born to a middle-class family in France and 

studied both theology and law. He eventually 

broke with the Catholic Church and was forced 

to flee to Switzerland where he lived, with a 

few brief interludes spent elsewhere, for the 

remainder of his life. It was in Switzerland, in 

1536, where Calvin first published his major 

work, Institutes of the Christian Religion. This 

volume, a defense of Calvin’s faith and a 

statement of his doctrine, would be revised 

and republished numerous times throughout 

Calvin’s life and resulted in a final four-volume 

edition published in 1559. In addition to 

writing, Calvin also preached, taught, and 

debated, becoming an authoritative reformer 

in Geneva, Switzerland. Calvin’s theology came 

to be known as Calvinism and forms the basis 

for the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 

throughout the world today.

 

 

 

 

 

For Calvin, worship was an essential part of 

the Christian experience. He saw the whole 

world as a “theatre of God’s glory.”1 All creatures 

and all things have roles to play in an ongoing 

performance of praise. He also valued the 

Psalms and sponsored the publishing of the 

Geneva Psalter, a Psalter which turned the 

Psalms into verse and set them to music. What 

does worship mean for you? How can you make 

it a part of your everyday experience?

   1 Belden C. Lane, Spirituality as the Performance of Desire: Calvin on the World as a 
Theatre of God’s Glory (Baltimore, Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001), p. 1. 
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Happy Birthday,
Mr. John Calvin!

Important Dates

ROOTS
FROM    THESE

June 05:
Trinity Sunday

June 14:
Flag Day 

June 19:
Father’s Day

July 4
Independence Day 



Father’s Day Handprints
Help your students celebrate Father’s Day on June 

9th. In the Ten Commandments, God tells us to honor 
our father and our mother. Father’s Day is a day that 
we celebrate our dads. We tell them that we love them 
and thank them for the things they do for us. We are 
going to make handprints as gifts for our dads today. 
On each plate, write the name and age of the child. Help 
the children glue the poem on the back of the plate and 
let them decorate the plate with crayons. When they are 
finished coloring, help the children dip their hands in 
the paint and make a print of 
each hand on their plate. Use a 
wipe to clean their hands right 
away, and then take them all to 
wash their hands. Have an adult 
help each child make their hand 
prints.

Some students may not have 
a father who is present in their 
lives. Adapt the lesson as needed 
to fit the various family situations 
in your class.

You Will Need:
• copies of the poem on page 9 for each  
 child
• a paper plate for each child, plus one  
 for each color of paint
• washable tempera paint
• glue sticks
• crayons
• permanent marker
• wipes
• plastic smocks or old shirts to protect  
 clothing

 Serving through Song
This July, we celebrate the birthday of 

John Calvin, the great reformer whose 

theology helps us define our church. One 

of the things Calvin valued was worship, 

especially through the Psalms. He saw the 

whole world as a “theatre of God’s glory.”1   

All creatures and all things have roles to 

play in an ongoing performance of praise. 

He also valued service. Teach the children a simple song 

to share with the congregation, preferably one with actions, 

and arrange a time with the pastor for them to sing. You 

could also have them sing for another group at the church, 

such as a senior citizens group. Explain that the song is a 

way that you can share God’s love with other people.

Experiencing  
Summer Celebrations
 Through the Eyes of Little Children

Adapt these activities for your toddlers, preschoolers, and early elementary students. 
Consider sending them home for families to use together.



Father’s Day Gift
Use this activity to celebrate Father’s 
Day, June 16. Some students may not 
have a father who is present in their 
lives. Adapt the lesson as needed to 
fit the various family situations in 
your class.

You will need:
» Bibles or copies of Exodus 20:1-17
» Inexpensive plastic light switch     
    covers for each child (can be found  
    at home improvement stores)
» Paints and paintbrushes or   
    permanent markers
» Optional: Paint shirts

Today is Father’s Day. Why do you 
think we celebrate dads today? 
Have the children read Exodus 20:1-
17. This is a passage we call the 10 
Commandments. What does verse 
12 say? What do you think it means 
to honor our parents? One way we 
can honor them is to show them we 
love them and thank them for all 
they do for us. Have 
each child decorate 
a light switch cover 
and write a special 
message for their 
dad on it. 

Plan a Birthday Party  
for John Calvin  
Note: This could happen any time during the 
quarter.

  Tell your class about John Calvin using the 
article on Page 1. You can also look up additional 
information online. 
  Calvin saw the whole world as a “theatre of 
God’s glory.”1  All creatures and all things have 
roles to play in an ongoing performance of 
praise. So have a special worship time. Give 
everyone a chance to sing. What about a litany of 
Psalm 150? What are other ways your class can 
praise God?
  Everyone likes presents. What about organizing 
a simple service project and give the gift of 
service? It follows what John Calvin would do. 
Maybe a collection for a food pantry or school 
supplies for an organization would work. What 
other ideas does your class have? Be sure to plan 
this ahead of time so that the gift can happen 
during your party.
  Don’t forget the cake!

Jump into 
Summer Celebrations
with Elementary Students

Use summer as a time for children to explore worship with drama. This can be a 
method children use to tell God’s story with a unique style.
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YOUTH STYLE:   

Reformation
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Have the youth plan a celebration of the 
great reformer John Calvin. The week 
before the celebration, give them 

time to plan. Brainstorm as a large group, then 
split them into smaller groups, based on their 
interests and talents, giving each small group a 
task for the celebration. While the group may 
come up with some additional ideas, make 
sure you have one small group in charge of 
sharing about Calvin himself. You can provide 
them with the article in this supplement and 
also encourage them to search for additional 
information online. Other possibilities include:

Calvin saw the whole world as a “theatre 
of God’s glory.”1  All creatures and all things 
have roles to play in an ongoing performance 
of praise. He also highly valued the psalms, 
sponsoring the publishing of the Geneva Psalter 
which turned the Book of Psalms into verse and 
set them to music. Have a special worship time 
as part of your celebration. You could include a 
litany of Psalm 150 or another psalm as part of 
this time. 

Organize a simple service project as part of the 
celebration to share the gift of service as Calvin 
would do. This could be a collection for a food 
pantry or doing some cleaning or maintenance 
work on the church. 
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Psalm 46 is a well-known 
psalm, but have you taken 
the time to really think about 
what it means? Verses 2-3 
say, “Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth give 
way and the mountains 

fall into the heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam and the mountains 
quake with their surging.” This is more 
than earthquakes and terrible storms. To 
the Hebrew hearer who knew that God 
separated the waters to create land (Gen. 
1:9) and understood earth to be held 
up above the pillars of sheol (translated 

“the pit” or “the grave”), this would 
have seemed like a reversal of creation! 
Yet the psalmist states that there is no 
reason to fear. God provides a river of 
life for Jerusalem where there is none. 
He has the power to stop war and bring 
desolation to the Earth. He commands 
us to be still and acknowledge His power, 
knowing that He is our protector. Reflect 
on this psalm this month. What does it 
mean for your life that this powerful God 
is your “refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble” (v. 1)? How is 
God calling you to respond to Him today?

Teacher’s Devotional

Prayers for the Fourth of July

Family Activity
What do the Fourth of July, Congress, and prayer have in common? On July 4, 

1861, Congress convened (started their session) for the first and only time in history 
on the Fourth of July. One of the things they did was pray about the troubled time 
our country faced at the onset of the Civil War. A prayer was offered by Rev. Byron 
Sunderland, a Presbyterian minister who served as chaplain for the United States 
Senate during the Civil War. 

God has richly blessed our country. As part of your family Fourth of July 
celebration, spend time praying for our country. Look up Rev. Sunderland’s prayer on 
the Internet and read it as a family. Then talk about things you can pray for together. Ask your children if they know 
any leaders they could pray for. If they need ideas, suggest teachers and pastors as well as city and national officials. 

Finish your discussion with a family prayer, encouraging each child to offer a prayer for at least one person.

SUGGESTED READINGS:
» Isaiah 60 
» Isaiah 35:3-10
» Isaiah 9:1-7

5 Permission granted to reproduce this page for congregational use.
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Scripture reveals to us who God is, what 
He requires of us, and how He shows His 

love to us in mighty saving acts of grace. We 
can never begin to know all there is to know 
of Him, but our gracious God is able to show 
us enough of Him in order to have life, health, 
and peace. 

Through the written Word of God, the Holy 
Spirit teaches us all we need to know of the 
triune God. We learn what He desires to make 
known to us.

The Bible does not teach us in neat 
theological categories. Rather, God makes 
Himself known through accounts of His  
work in the lives of real people, through 
prophecies and prayers, doctrinal teaching, 
and wise sayings.

When we follow all these threads of truth, we 
see a pattern emerging—a royal robe woven 
from the gathered truths of Scripture adorns 
our King and displays His love.

To see God more clearly, we express what 
we learn from Scripture in a coherent way, 
known as the essentials of faith. The Apostles’ 
Creed and the Nicene Creed both express the 
essentials of faith.

The great Reformation confessions of faith 
further laid out the teaching of Scripture in a 

systematic way, weaving together the Golden 
Threads of Scripture, bringing forth the royal 
robe that glorifies Jesus our King. By studying 
them, we grow in our understanding of God. 
Such knowledge leads us to put on the robe 
of Christ by faith. This means that we take our 
place in union with Him, growing in love and 
obedience by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The essentials of faith are not all Scripture 
has to say about God, but they represent the 
Golden Threads around which the whole 
royal robe is woven. Under the heading of 
“Teacher Devotionals,” every Bible lesson 
in this curriculum is keyed to the Golden 
Threads it expresses. The Stray Threads 
section picks up additional ideas or notes  
the ways in which the Golden Threads  
may get distorted.

Believers in the Reformed tradition are a 
people who celebrate that God can be known 
because He has graciously made Himself 
known. A crucial part of our faithfulness is 
learning and studying the essentials that have 
been revealed. So, we offer these in hopes of 
enriching every Bible lesson, enabling you as 
a teacher to trace the threads of Christ’s Royal 
Robe in the teachings of Scripture.

Threads in the
ROYAL ROBE

Tracing the
ESSENTIALS of FAITH 

in Bible Stories



1 ESSENTIAL NUMBER ONE: The 
One True God is the Triune God 
of Grace—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—Whom Alone We Must 
Worship and Serve

In the Old Testament, we learn that the Lord, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is the 
creator of the entire world and the constant 
redeemer through the mighty acts of the 
people Israel. In the New Testament, we see 
the Lord, Israel’s God, actually is the triune 
God, who reveals Himself to be the eternal 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has entered 
into covenant faithfulness with His people 
and will not leave us or forsake us.

3 ESSENTIAL NUMBER THREE:  
Holy Scripture is the Word of God Written, Through 
Which, In the Power of the Holy Spirit, We Truly 
Meet the Triune God  One of the great achievements 
of the Reformation was the recovery of Scripture as our 

sole authoritative source for knowledge of God and its return to 
the ordinary people of God. The traditions of the church could be 
helpful in interpreting the Bible, but must always remain beneath 
the written Word of God. The Reformers affirmed at the same 
time that what needs to be known about God from Scriptures can 
be known by ordinary people who engage in a plain reading of 
the Bible. The Bible is clear enough in its essential teaching for 
all who read with prayerful reliance on the Holy Spirit to speak 
through the Word.

4 ESSENTIAL NUMBER FOUR:  
The Triune God is Sovereign Over All
Our religion is not simply a human invention. Nor is 
it subject to human whims for change and supposed 

corrections. We do not have the freedom to decide who we would 
like the Lord to be. God is, and He has made Himself known to 
us, in Jesus Christ and the Scriptures. While what we may know of 
the triune God is true and reliable, we always recognize that we 
never know all there is to know about Him. The Lord God is high 
and holy, completely other, beyond our grasp and control, and 
splendid in His glory. God is moving history toward its appointed 
end. The triune God of grace is in control. He reigns. He alone is 
Judge. He alone is worthy of our praise. We never have dominion 
over Him. God alone reigns.

ESSENTIAL NUMBER TWO:  
The Eternal Son of God Came to Us  
as a Human Being in Jesus Christ   
In the fullness of time, God the Son took up 

our humanity as He came to us as Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth. Jesus is both fully God and fully human. He 
is all that God has to say to us, in word and deed, about 
who He is and how He loves us. And Jesus is all we have 
to say to God, as the one man who lived a life of perfect 
obedience to Him, on our behalf. In Jesus’ relationship 
with His Father, and in His promise of the Holy Spirit to 
dwell in us, we come to know that the one God is triune: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2

ESSENTIAL NUMBER 
FIVE: Humanity Has 
Fallen Into Sin
The Scriptures teach us 

that, although God created us good, 
through our own willful choices, we 
sinned against Him. The sin of our 
first parents rocked and wracked the 
world with terrible consequences. 
Now, by nature, we are prone to 
suppress the truth and to choose 
against our God and our neighbors 
again and again. There is nothing 
we human beings do in this world 
that is not without the taint of sin. 
We are helplessly lost in our sin. This 
means the death of ever hoping to 
get to the Father on our own. Such a 
realization is the beginning of crying 
out in repentance and faith for the 
rightness and goodness that only can 
come from the Lord Himself. Jesus, 
the eternal Son of God, comes to us 
as a man and has enacted perfect 
obedience, free from sin, on our 
behalf.

5
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8ESSENTIAL NUMBER SIX:  
We are Made Right with 
God by Grace Alone through 
Faith Alone

Our salvation from our sins and our 
sinfulness is all from Christ Jesus. We 
never can earn our way into God’s favor, 
whether by our good works, zealous 
worship, or many prayers. The Father 
forgives our sins by the work of Jesus 
Christ alone. Christ’s death alone takes 
away the guilt of our sin. Christ’s faith 
and obedience alone, the living sign 
of His covenant faithfulness, comprise 
our reconciliation with God. He gives 
us Christ’s righteousness. Our record 
before God is replaced with Jesus’ 
record! When this happens, we believe 
in who Christ Jesus is and what He has 
accomplished. We confess that He is 
our Lord and Savior. But even this belief 
and confession is a gift of God, the 
result of the Holy Spirit’s work inside us. 
Salvation is all of God. We simply rest in 
what He has done for us.
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ESSENTIAL NUMBER SEVEN: 
Election: God Chose Us to Be 
His Children and Servants 
God chose us to believe in Him 

now that we might spend the rest of 
our lives serving Him and telling others 
about Jesus. The essential teaching of 
election is the awareness that we do 
not make our way to the Father; He has 
come all the way down to where we are 
to claim us. Election, then, is not about 
living a life of ease but one of service. 
Those whom He calls, He sends to bring 
His message to a lost world. If we know 
Him, it is because He chose us. If He 
chose us, He sends us to tell others, 
“Believe the good news and discover 
your chosenness!”

7
ESSENTIAL NUMBER NINE:  
A Life of Obedience 
The people of God, Christ’s Church, bring His Word 
and His love to a broken world. We are in the world, 

even though we do not belong to this world (John 17:16). We 
serve the world even though we are aliens and strangers here, 
passing through on our way to our heavenly homeland. Psalm 
84 notes that those who “have set their hearts in pilgrimage” 
to the city of God cause the dry, desert lands to become a 
place of springs as they pass through. With the Holy Spirit 
prompting us and empowering us, with the grace of Jesus 
cleansing us, with the love of the Father beckoning us, we 
both gather for worship and move out in service to God. 
So, even though the church does not belong to the world, it 
strives to love the world as Christ did.
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ESSENTIAL NUMBER EIGHT:  
The Holy Spirit Makes Us More and  
More Like Jesus 
Sanctification means “to make holy,” and it refers to the 
work of the Holy Spirit to form Christ in us. For we not 

only receive a new record of righteousness in Christ, but we receive 
a new nature. God places His own Spirit within us and a wonderful 
series of benefits begins:
&  The Holy Spirit unites to Jesus Christ so that all that belongs to 

Him comes to belong to us (John 16:14-15). 

&  The Holy Spirit comes to dwell inside us, fashioning us more and 

more in the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). 
&  The Holy Spirit opens our hearts and minds to the Scriptures so 

that we might be transformed by hearing the Word (John 14:26). 

&  The Holy Spirit prays within us, crying out to the Father for us and 

through us (Gal. 4:6). 
&  The Holy Spirit assures us that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16), 

and His presence is the guarantee of our salvation (Eph. 1:13). 
&  The Holy Spirit give us the power to be faithful witnesses to Christ 

(Acts 1:8) and enables us to do the ministry and works of Jesus  
(Matt. 10:1 and John 14:12). 

Of course, the old, sinful nature still remains in us and, thus, the 
new and the old are in conflict. Christian growth involves a hard 
struggle. We can never do it on our own. We live in constant need 
of “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” (1 Pet. 1:2). The person of the 
Holy Spirit then moves us to live in obedience and empowers us to 
keep going even after we fail or when the way is difficult. His work 

will continue until we meet Jesus in heaven at last.
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Handprints
I miss you when we’re not together,

I’m growing up so fast.

See how big I’ve gotten

Since you saw me last?

As I grow, I’ll change a lot,

The years will fly right by.

You’ll wonder how I grew so quick

When and where and why?

So look upon this handprint

That’s hanging on your wall.

And memories will come back of me,

When I was very small. 
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