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I N T RODUC T ION

If you didn’t grow up attending Sunday, Sabbath, or Hebrew school and missed 

the childhood rite of passage of attending vacation Bible school at the local church 

in your neighborhood, you may be at a literary disadvantage when it comes to the 

most quoted book of all time. If that describes you, this book of Bible stories for 

adults is especially for you. 

It may also be that you simply wish to brush up on your Bible knowledge or 

enjoy a good collection of short stories. Whatever the case may be, this volume will 

help unveil the abundant world of biblical allusions and references which are rife 

throughout literature, music, and pop culture. 

While the Bible can be an intimidating read, this book provides you with selected 

stories from the Hebrew Bible (Christian Old Testament) that every adult should 

know. Inside each of these fast-moving chapters is a Bible story, along with vintage 

art illustrating the stories. In addition, brief introductions help provide historical 

context and commentary follows the biblical narrative that highlights a relevant 

moral principle. The material is presented in good humor and contains a number of 

informative and entertaining related facts, quotes, and asides. 

I
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The fifty stories curated here relate to some of the most important and historical 

events recorded in the Bible. Furthermore, this book will introduce, or reintroduce, 

you to both noble and notorious men and women of the Bible—some well-known, 

and others more obscure. Included within this highlight reel of popular stories, you 

may recognize ones such as Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, and Moses and 

the Ten Commandments. 

In addition to these golden stories, this collection contains a healthy dose 

of lesser-known Bible narratives which are often excluded from children’s Bible 

storybooks due to their mature content. These stories include lurid tales of palace 

intrigue, lust, betrayal, deception, revenge, and death. Included among these are the 

stories of Jael and Sisera, the Destruction of Sodom, and the Sin of Achan, to name 

a few. 

Each of the stories is presented as told in the Bible, compiled from reliable 

modern translations. In the interest of length, some of the Scripture passages have 

been abridged to tell these stories in shortened form. The Bible books and chapters 

from which the stories have been taken are noted as part of each story, and you are 

encouraged to read the stories for yourself in their full context in the translation of 

your choice. If you don’t have a Bible, a number of good online Bible apps feature 

trustworthy translations. 

In a book of this nature, you may have interest in knowing the perspective of the 

compiler. I hold a high view of Scripture and have approached this project personally 

from a Christian viewpoint. Whether you share my perspective or not, it is my firm 

conviction that the amazing stories from the Bible hold elemental value for believer 

and skeptic alike. 

It is my hope and prayer that you will discover truth within these pages and 

that you will enjoy familiarizing yourself with some of the greatest stories ever told! 

Shalom,

Matt Lockhart 

P.S. For additional information, see the About the Art and the About the Author 

pages in the back of the book. 
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C OU R AGEOU S  
QU E E N  E ST H E R

SETTING THE SCENE

The book of Esther tells the story of an orphaned Jewish exile who unexpectedly 

became queen in a foreign kingdom. 

Queen Esther, her ethnicity a closely held secret, had arrived in the king’s court 

in Susa after an elaborate national search for a successor to Queen Vashti, who had 

displeased King Xerxes and had been banished. 

Esther found herself in a unique position to intercede on behalf of her people 

in the face of a sinister plot against them. She prepared to approach the king with a 

request. However, going before this king without an express invitation meant risking 

her own life—if he failed to extend his golden scepter. 

46
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Look Who’s Coming to Dinner 
F R O M  E S T H E R  5  A N D  7 

Three days later, Esther dressed in her royal robes and went to the inner court 

of the palace in front of the throne. The king was sitting there, facing the open 

doorway. He was happy to see Esther, and he held out the gold scepter to her.

When Esther came up and touched the tip of the scepter, the king said, “Esther, 

what brings you here? Just ask, and I will give you as much as half of my kingdom.”

Esther answered, “Your Majesty, please come with Haman to a dinner I will 

prepare for you later today.”

The king said to his servants, “Hurry and get Haman, so we can accept 

Esther’s invitation.”

The king and Haman went to Esther’s dinner, and while they were drinking 

wine, the king asked her, “What can I do for you?”

Esther replied, “Your Majesty, if you really care for me and are willing to do 

what I want, please come again tomorrow with Haman to the dinner I will prepare 

for you. At that time I will answer Your Majesty’s question.”

When Haman got home, he called together his friends and his wife…. He told 

them the many ways that the king had honored him and how all the other officials 

and leaders had to respect him. Haman added, “That’s not all! Besides the king 

himself, I’m the only person Queen Esther invited for dinner. She has also invited 

the king and me to dinner tomorrow. But none of this makes me happy, as long as 

I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the palace gate.”

Haman’s wife and friends said to him, “Have a tower built about seventy-five 

feet high, and tomorrow morning ask the king to hang Mordecai there.”

The king and Haman were dining with Esther and drinking wine during the 

second dinner, when the king again said, “Esther, what can I do for you? 

Esther answered, “Your Majesty, if you really care for me and are willing to 

help, you can save me and my people. That’s what I really want, because a reward 

has been promised to anyone who kills my people.”
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“Who would dare to do such a thing?” the king asked.

Esther replied, “That evil Haman is the one out to get us!”

Haman was terrified, as he looked at the king and the queen.

The king was so angry that he got up, left his wine, and went out into the 

palace garden.

Haman realized that the king had already decided what to do with him, and 

he stayed and begged Esther to save his life.

Just as the king came back into the room, Haman got down on his knees beside 

Esther, who was lying on the couch. The king shouted, “Now you’re even trying 

to rape my queen here in my own palace!”

As soon as the king said this, his servants covered Haman’s head. Then 

Harbona, one of the king’s personal servants, said, “Your Majesty, Haman built 

a tower seventy-five feet high beside his house, so he could hang Mordecai on it. 

And Mordecai is the very one who spoke up and saved your life.”

“Hang Haman from his own tower!” the king commanded (CEV).

TRUTH FOR TODAY 

“Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 

(Esther 4:14b). These words spoken to Esther by her uncle and guardian, 

Mordecai, helped embolden Esther to act on behalf of her people, which 

she did in a style and manner all her own. 

On the flip side, wicked Haman was hoisted with his own petard.

Such it is in God’s economy: at some point in life, you may very well find 

yourself in a particular place at a particular point for a particular purpose. 

God delights in using ordinary people  
to accomplish the extraordinary. 
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FYI

To “hoist with his own petard” is a literary phrase used in 

Shakespeare’s play Hamlet. It represents being caught up in or by 

the device you had intended for someone else’s harm. 

The Jewish festival Purim, celebrated annually, commemorates 

the main event in the book of Esther: the deliverance of the Jewish 

exiles as facilitated by Esther’s courage against Haman’s execution 

plot. 

Susa was a city in the ancient Persian Empire. It was 

located in what is now Iran, near the modern-day city 

of Shush.

WHERE 
IN THE 
WORLD
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A B OU T  T H E  A RT

The Standard Publishing company, which incorporated in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 

1872, was a pioneer in creating Sunday school materials for all ages. In 1908 

Standard invested in color printing. To take advantage of its new color printing 

capabilities, Standard began an ambitious project to commission paintings of all 

the major events of the Bible. This endeavor continued over the next fifty years, 

involving dozens of artists and resulting in one of the largest collections of its kind. 

Due to the quality and breadth of the collection, the art was a staple in Sunday 

school materials and other educational resources used throughout much of the 

twentieth century by a diverse variety of denominations (Disciples of Christ, Church 

of God in Christ, A.M.E. Church, Independent Christian Churches, and Churches 

of Christ, to name a few).

The vintage Bible art is a throwback to an era before computer-generated 

imagery and the proliferation of biblical illustrations in cartoon and comic styles. As 

with all art, these paintings are a reflection of the period, experiences, and training 

of the artists. Some of the artists did a credible job of capturing the biblical period 

they were illustrating, while the work of others is more of an impression of the times 

and styles in which they painted. Then, as now, the intent of these images is to help 

illuminate the biblical text and reflect God’s glory.  

Regardless of individual tastes in art, I hope you enjoy 

the nostalgic and, at times, campy flavor of these works. In 

particular, I trust that for those who are fifty and over—an 

often overlooked age group in the book world—the classic 

Bible art evokes a fond childhood memory of reading a book 

with a parent or grandparent or endearing church experience.

Speaking of art, a couple of short notes of appreciation: To 

my Providence Collection friends, Mark and Scott: thanks. 

You really are your brother’s keeper! And to my long-term 

publishing pal, Jenette, thank you for applying your mad design skills in helping to take 

this project to another level. Lastly, if interested in hosting a traveling Bible art exhibit 

or to inquire about prints, email classicbibleart@outlook.com.

The aim of art is to 

represent not the 

outward appearance of 

things, but their inward 

significance. 

—ARISTOTLE
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A B OU T  T H E  AU T HOR

Matt Lockhart spent more than twenty-five years serving in a variety of leadership 

positions for noted Christian educational publishers, including Group, Standard, 

and David C Cook. 

In addition to developing more than a dozen original adult Bible study and 

church resource series, Matt actively fosters publishing partnerships with numerous 

ministries and publishers. These have included projects in association with Tyndale, 

Outreach, FamilyLife, Christ in Youth, Voice of the Martyrs, Summit Ministries, 

Back2Back, Zondervan, and Christianity Today. He has also worked with a number 

of bestselling authors, such as Warren Wiersbe, Thom and Joani Schultz, Wendy 

Pope, Lyman Coleman, J. Warner Wallace, V. Gilbert Beers, Dr. Mary Manz Simon, 

and Dennis Rainey. 

Matt has had the honor of being a part of numerous bestselling adult Bible 

study publications including the annual Standard Lesson Commentary, FamilyLife’s 

HomeBuilders Couples Series, and Serendipity Bible for Groups (fourth edition). 

Presently, Matt enjoys writing, working with the Classic Bible Art collection, and 

developing and taking on select publishing projects. He and his delightful wife live 

in Colorado in a newly empty nest with an eye-catching mountain view. 

Your feedback regarding this book is welcome. Feel free to drop Matt a note at 

classicbibleart@outlook.com. 
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Available from David C Cook
and everywhere books are sold

WAIT … 
That’s in the Bible? 

Chances are there are stories in the Bible you’ve never heard or 
have forgotten. This visually rich collection—curated especially 
for adults—will surprise, entertain, and inform as you journey 
through some of the most important stories in the Old and 
New Testament. Discover and see the Bible in a fresh way with 
classic Bible art featured in this two-volume set.

Learn more about these resources at davidccook.org/50-bible-stories.


