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OVERVIEW - PAGE 5

These questions begin by reviewing the lesson  
with who, what, when, and where questions. Next, 
the kids are asked to think more deeply with why 
and how questions. Finally, children are asked a 
personalized question that leads into a time of 
ministry. Allow time for kids to share during the 
closing questions. That is what your small group 
will be praying about in the God Encounter section 
that follows. 

God Encounter
This is a vital time of guided reflection and prayer, 
encouraging kids to respond to God and His Spirit. 
Building relationships with God and one another is 
the goal of this element. Using the responses from 
the above questions, use this time to draw kids 
into God’s presence and challenge kids to respond 
to God. Use simple objects, pictures, or ideas as 
a point of contact to help the kids focus, and try 
a variety of prayer postures (kneeling, holding 
hands in a circle, placing hands on a partner’s 
shoulder, etc.) during this time of prayer. Create an 
atmosphere that encourages prayer through instru-
mental praise and worship music. 

The Jesus Factor
The lesson continues with an activity designed to 
reveal Jesus throughout the whole Bible, using a 
Scripture that shows how Jesus connects with the 
Bible lesson and Power Point. Children will see 
Jesus through both the Old Testament and New 
Testament books of the Bible. God’s eternal plan of 
redemption is seen from Genesis to Revelation, and 
The Jesus Factor will introduce this idea to your 
kids. Refer to this verse as you teach this section. 

Small Group Activity
The lesson concludes with a game, craft, or 
activity—something your kids can make or do that 
reminds them of the Power Point, and of decisions 
made in the God Encounter prayer time. 

Leading God Encounters 
Small Groups
Following the large group lesson, kids will be 
divided into three small groups: Ages 6-7, Ages  
8-10 or Ages 11-12. Small-group leaders will follow 
the God Encounters lesson for their age level.  
Each two-page, age-level lesson has five elements, 
providing 15-40 minutes of ministry time. If you 
have less time, you may shorten or omit elements. 
See below for descriptions of each element. Full-
color reproducible pages for some activities are on 
the Take-Home Challenges CD-ROM. 

Lesson 13, The Main Event! is a game day review. 
This special lesson modifies the regular large and 
small-group activities. The Main Event! combines 
three rounds of questions about the Living My 
Purpose Units—In the World, Above the World, and 
For the World—along with fun, active games. At 
the end of Unit 3, kids will be given questions from 
the three units to review for the following week. 
(See The Main Event! beginning on page 153 in the 
Leader’s Manual.)

Lesson Summary
The small-group lesson begins with a summary 
section that includes the Power Point (the main 
message of the lesson), Scripture Memory Verse, 
Bible Lesson Scripture and an overview of that text. 
These components correlate with the large-group 
DiscipleMakers lessons. This provides an overview 
for small-group leaders who were not present in the 
large group time. It also offers a review to reference 
during the small group time. 

Discussion Questions
The next element is a series of Bible review and 
Power Point life-application questions. Use these 
questions for one-on-one discipleship with kids. 

Overview of a  
       God Encounters  

Lesson
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Take-Home Challenges 
Each God Encounters lesson includes 
a challenge for the kids to take 
home with them. The Take-Home 
Challenges CD-ROM includes 12 Take-
Home Challenges for each age group: 
Ages 6-7, Ages 8-10, Ages 11-12. This 
page includes grayscale reproductions 
of the design for each unit. Within 

each unit, each age level uses a different color  
combination for easy reference. These PDF files  
can be printed to send home with kids, or may be  
e-mailed. Written in a kid-friendly style, these 
pages will also provide parents/guardians with a 
summary of the lesson, along with a fun and chal-
lenging activity to help the child apply the lesson 
throughout the week. Follow-up on these at-home 
activities is encouraged each week in the small 
group ministry time.

Note: There is no Take-Home Challenge for Lesson 
13: The Main Event! See page 23 of the Leader’s 
Manual more for information about this lesson.

Unit 2 THC (Ages 8-10 shown) Unit 3 THC (Ages 11-12 shown)

Unit 1 THC (Ages 6-7 shown)


