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Just For You

For more inspiration and training, you'll want to 
get a copy of Teacher Training Smart Pages.

Available from your Christian retailer or at DavidCCook.org

A Teacher’s Vision
Why We Teach Kids

Adults send messages to kids all the time—by their behavior.
Sometimes these messages discourage kids,
demean their worth or diminish their hope.

But a Sunday School teacher who arrives week after week
to faithfully love and look at, smile and listen to kids,

sends messages through behavior, too. 

Those messages say:
“You are important to me and to God. I choose to spend time with you.”

“Your opinions and feelings matter to me because who you are matters to God.”
“You are valuable—not someday, but now. You are not a problem to me.

You are God’s gift. I am glad you are here!”

Where else in the world can a disheartened kid find such affirmation?
What better way could a lonely kid

find the welcome, acceptance and love that is in Christ?

This is how God’s kingdom comes—week after week, building life upon life.
To become faithful givers of such cheerful loving and patient teaching,

we must surrender ourselves to the love of God in Jesus Christ
Only He can empower us to love unselfishly, consistently and genuinely—

so that what we do sends the message that is truly from His heart.

Then our behavior will say that even without monetary compensation, 
without applause or appreciation, we choose to love them

purely because we value them for who they are, 
because we know Jesus loves them

and because we know
eternity would not be complete without their shining faces.
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How to Use HeartShaper®

Welcome to HeartShaper 
Children’s Curriculum!
With HeartShaper Children’s Curriculum, your 
students will be engaged in Bible stories through 
multisensory learning, Bible skill-building 
activities, and focused life application.

Here’s how to start
•  Pray for God’s help to guide children to a

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
•  Read the introductory pages and the

unit pages.
• Use the HeartShaper teaching tools.

How the lessons are organized

1   Focus In: Kids are introduced to the
lesson theme and focus.

2   Explore His Word: Kids will interact
with the Scripture passage and  
develop Bible skills.

3   Make It Real: Kids will discover how the
Scripture applies to their lives.

4   Live It Out: Kids will plan and begin to
practice the principles of what they’ve 
learned.

Want a more detailed overview?
Go to www.heartshaper.com. Click on Age Levels 
and choose Early Elementary. Scroll down to 
learn more about the features, products, and 
resources available for this age level. You’ll be 
glad you did!

Important things to know

Bible Memory lists the passage children will learn 
in each unit.

Focus is the main thought that children will learn 
and remember in each lesson.

Quick Step™ activities are easy to prepare and 
teach. All that’s needed are the curriculum  
materials and normal classroom supplies.

Option activities are included in every step. 
YOU choose what works best for you and the 
different kinds of learners in your class.

Early Elementary Teacher Guide
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Special Needs

Reach kids with special needs
HeartShaper gives the resources you need to train teachers and adapt lesson activities so you can 
include kids with special needs right in your Sunday school classes. 

When you see this 
symbol after a  
title, it means the 
activity will work 
well for all kids, 
including those with 
special needs.

When you see 
this symbol in the 
narrow column, 
it may give you a 
helpful tip on how  
you can tweak the 
activity to make it 
better for kids with 
special needs.

Or this symbol may 
indicate that there’s 
an adaptation on 
the Resources CD 
that will make the 
activity work better 
for kids with special 
needs.

Additional helps for teaching kids with special needs can be found on the Resources CD  
and at www.heartshaper.com. Online resources include free downloads, a modifiable 
Special Needs Family Connections letter, and on-demand episodes from Shaping Special 
Hearts  blogtalk radio show.

Look for this symbol throughout the teacher guide to 
identify activities that work well for all kids, including  
those with special needs. 

Examples

 Quick Step   Speak Up! Prayer Reminders
SAY: We can pray and ask for God’s help so that  we can live boldly for 
Jesus. Let’s make prayer reminders. Then we’ll pray to God. Distribute 
the activity page, stickers, and other supplies. Read the directions and let 
kids make their prayer reminders. Be prepared to provide additional help as 
needed with fine-motor activities such as cutting and applying tape.

Materials
Activities p. 25 and 
stickers, markers,  
scissors, tape (optional: 
Resources sheet 8 focus strip 
for lesson 8)

 Quick Step   I Know I’m Ready
Have kids gather in a circle. SAY: Today we’re going to explore being ready. 
Explain that you will start a sentence. You will toss a beanbag to someone. 
That person should tell a way to finish the sentence and then toss the 
beanbag to someone else, who will finish the sentence another way. After 
three sentence endings, the beanbag should be tossed back to you, and you 
will start another sentence. Use these sentence starters:

I know I’m ready for school when ___ .
I know I’m ready for a party when ___ .

Materials
beanbag

Some children may 
find it easier to 

participate if they are allowed 
to watch other students first 
and then join in after a few 
turns. 

 Quick Step   Being Bold
Today’s Bible story includes two words that you may not know: courage and 
boldly. Listen as I tell a true story. Then we’ll see whether we can tell what 
the words mean. A young girl lived in a foreign country with her family. The 
girl’s father told people about Jesus. Some leaders in the country didn’t want 
people to learn about Jesus. They arrested and hurt people who told about 
Jesus. The girl’s father had great courage. He boldly kept on telling about 
Jesus. He said he would rather die than say he didn’t love Jesus. We can have 
courage, and  we can live boldly for Jesus too.

ASK: What do you think the word courage means? (having the strength of 
mind to go on in spite of danger)

What does boldly mean? (doing something in a fearless way)

Materials 
none

See the Resources CD
lesson 8 printable files 

for another way you can offer 
this activity.

Teaching Tools

Early Elementary Teacher Guide
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Special Needs Teaching Tools

These multisensory teaching tools are an integral part of HeartShaper!

For simple lesson planning, get the Early Elementary Teacher’s Convenience Kit. It 
contains one Early Elementary Teacher Guide, one Early Elementary Activities, the 
complete Early Elementary Resources pack, Early Elementary Teaching Pictures, and 
one set of Weekly Bible Reader student magazine.

Early Elementary Activities
Your students will love 
the full-color activity pages 
designed just for them! The 
projects and activities make 
Bible learning fun!
 •  Draws kids into 

purposeful activities.
•  Encourages kids to apply

Bible truths to their lives.

Weekly Bible Reader® 
student magazine
This weekly student magazine 
helps kids take home and share 
with their family and friends 
the lessons they are learning.

In the magazine you’ll 
find:
 • Short stories that kids can read and relate to
• Bible stories, puzzles, and games
• Fun family activity ideas

Early Elementary Resources
These resources will help you 
engage students with 
different learning styles. 
These multisensory teaching 
tools include visual, printed, 
and audio resources.

On the 8 sheets you’ll find:
•  Bible Memory posters (1 per unit)
•  Bible story and application visuals

On the CD you’ll find:
• Recorded Bible stories
•  Printable files for students—

activity and Bible skills
pages

•  Printable files for teachers—
Bible Memory posters, special needs
helps, teacher helps

Early Elementary Teaching 
Pictures
These large, colorful illustrations 
include the Bible story printed on the 
back in both English and Spanish.

FREE online resources for teachers:
• Overview by age level
• Training videos
• Family Connections quarterly

letters
• Holiday helps

FREE online resource for 
families:
•  Faith & Family pages with

activity ideas for reinforcing
Bible lessons at home

• Special needs resources
•  Leading Young Hearts to the

Lord pocket guide
• Puppet patterns

Go online to HeartShaper.com and DavidCCook.org
Go to HeartShaper.com to find loads of resources for teachers and families! You’ll also want to sign up to 
receive free e-newsletters.

And at DavidCCook.org, check out all the ways you can purchase your HeartShaper curriculum—print, 
down-loadable Microsoft® Word docs, and downloadable PDFs!

Early Elementary Teacher Guide
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Teaching Early Elementary Kids

Early elementary kids will build 
on these Bible skills:  
•  Know the Bible is God’s special

book that tells about God and
Jesus

•  Know there are two parts of
the Bible, an Old Testament
and New Testament

•  Say simple Bible verses from
memory

•  Retell basic facts about main
Bible characters

•  Begin to sequence events in
main Bible stories

Early elementary kids will  
develop these new Bible skills:
•  Begin to understand the major

emphasis of the Old and New
Testaments

• Know how to find Bible verses
• Begin to read Bible verses
•  Say longer Bible verses

from memory
•  Develop Bible-reading 

comprehension skills

Early elementary kids will 
gain even more with optional 
Bible skills:
If desired and you have time,  
the Optional Bible Skill Builder  
in each lesson (provided on the 
Resources CD) will help kids  
learn these skills:
•  Learn to use the table of

contents in a Bible
•  Find books, chapters, and

verses in a Bible
•  Put a simple series of Bible

events and people in
chronological order

•  Begin to understand general
divisions of Bible books

With HeartShaper, early elementary kids will grow spiritually

Early elementary kids can know these important facts:
• Only God and Jesus deserve their worship
• Jesus is God’s Son; Jesus is their Savior and friend
• God expects them to obey Him and His Word
•  The Bible tells them all they need to know about

God and Jesus

Early elementary kids can show these godly attitudes:
•  Love God, feel He is special, and want to

worship Him
• Love Jesus and want to follow His example
• Feel confident and willing to tell about Jesus

Early elementary kids can exhibit these desirable 
behaviors:
• Worship God in a variety of ways
• Follow Jesus’ example of being a good friend
• Tell others about Jesus
• Pray sentence prayers, asking God for help or forgiveness and thanking God

See the entire list on the Early Elementary Resources CD or at www.heartshaper.com.

With HeartShaper, early elementary kids will develop Bible skills

See the entire list on the Early Elementary Resources CD or at www.heartshaper.com.

Early Elementary Teacher Guide
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Lesson Scripture Focus

Lesson 2
God Makes the Animals

Genesis 1:20-25  God made all
the animals.

Bible Memory
Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.”

Bible Skills
Bible skills are intentionally 
integrated into each lesson. 
You’ll help kids learn how to use 
their Bibles so God’s Word goes 
deep into their hearts. See the 
introductory pages of this 
teacher guide for details.

Optional Bible Skill Builders 
and Key Bible Verses
Use the Optional Bible Skill 
Builder activities whenever you 
have time—before, during, or at 
the end of your session. 
   Print the Key Bible Verses 
from the Resources CD. Finding 
and reading the verses will help 
kids remember each week’s 
Bible lesson. Be sure to send 
a copy of these verses home, 
along with the unit family letter.

Look for this symbol  
throughout the teacher  
guide to identify activities 
that work well for all kids, 
including those with special 
needs. Additional helps for 
teaching kids with special needs 
can be found on the Resources 
CD and at 
www.heartshaper.com.

God Made EverythingUnit 1

HeartShaper Materials for Unit 1
Early Elementary Activities

Lesson 2

Bible Memory Poster and Stickers

Early Elementary Teaching Pictures
Lesson 2

Early Elementary Resources

Weekly Bible Reader student magazine, issue 2

Faith & Family online devotional guide for parents and kids.  Go to 
www.heartshaper.com.

Teaching Early Elementary Kids

Early Elementary Teacher Guide, Unit 1
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Bible Memory Mobile & Creation Story Cards

Animal Photo Cards, Human Body Figures 3a, 3bs

Visuals

CD

Audio Tracks

Printable Files

Bible Story (track 2)

Bible Memory Poster  KJV  or  NIV

Key Bible Verses  KJV  or  NIV 

Optional Bible Skill Builder

“My Favorite Things” Prayer Poster

"That's Cool" Story Script 

Attendance Chart

Old and New Testament Posters 

Bookmarks

Name Tags

Animal Puppets—Horse

Buzzy Bee Letters

Family Letter  KJV  or  NIV 

Review Questions

Worship Time Ideas
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Lesson 1 at a Glance

Added fun!
For more seasonal craft ideas, 
go to www.heartshaper.com 
and check out the Holiday 
Helps in the For Teacher 
section.

Additional Activities for Unit 1

Use these activities for early arrivers, for children who finish activities 
quickly, and when you are waiting for parents to arrive.

“God Made Me Special” Bulletin Board
Take photos of your class members or ask parents to send photos. Title 
a bulletin board, “God Made Me Special.” Let children put their photos 
on the board. Have children make lists of information about themselves 
that they would like to share with others: age, grade in school, favorite 
food, favorite color, and so on. Children can put their lists by their photos. 
Follow these safety precautions: Get parents’ permission before taking and 
displaying photos of children. Only identify children by first names and 
display the photos in your classroom, not in a hallway.

Games
I Spy—Go outside or gather children to look out a window. Ask one child 
to choose something he or she sees that God made and then to give clues 
so other children can guess what it is. (Example: “I spy something white.  
I spy something fluffy.” [cloud]) 

Animal Guessing Game—Give children one clue at a time. Begin with 
vague clues and then get more specific. (Example: “I have four legs and a 
tail. I am a kind of cat. I am very big. I roar. Some people call me the king 
of the jungle.” [lion]) Let children give clues also.

Seasonal Ideas
Apples and Dip—For a fun snack, bring in apple slices and let kids dip 
them in caramel dipping sauce. Bring in a variety of apples and let kids 
taste the differences.

Leaf Silhouettes—Have kids bring in leaves with interesting shapes. Kids 
can lay one leaf on a sheet of paper. While holding it in place, they are to 
brush on paint, brushing out from the center of the leaf to just over the 
edge of the leaf to create an outline of the leaf. They can remove the first 
leaf, then lay another leaf down in a different spot and paint its outline 
with a different color. Kids can do as many leaves as they desire. The 
pictures will look great taped to a sunny window.

Service Project
Guide children in understanding their role in taking care of the world God 
made. Plan a get-together at your church building or someone’s house. 
Children can rake leaves, pick up trash, and water plants.

Buzzy Bee Letters
Buzzy Bee letters, included on the Resources CD, provide a fun way 
for kids to review the weekly Bible story and focus. Print and distribute 
copies, or print one copy and post it where kids can read it. The letters 
can also be mailed or e-mailed to kids during the week.

Early Elementary Teacher Guide, Unit 1
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Lesson 2 at a Glance

4

3

2

1

God Makes the Animals
Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25
Bible Memory: Genesis 1:1
Focus:  God made all the animals.

Heart to Heart Teacher Devotions
Camels can go without water for up to 17 days. They have two rows of eyelashes to 
shield their eyes in a sandstorm and can also close their nostrils tight. Who but God 
could have made camels so they could survive in deserts? Otters have two layers of fur 
to keep them warm and dry. Their tails act as rudders, and their webbed feet help them 
swim fast. Who but God could have made otters so they could survive on both land and 
in the water? Thank God for all the amazing animals He made—from aardvarks to zebras!

FOCUS IN
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
explore special charac-
teristics of animals.

 Quick Step 
Animal Game

Option 
Animal Draw

Bible Memory
Introduce the Bible Memory verse.

HeartShaper Materials

• Activities p. 5

• none

Other Materials
• none

• pencils

• Bible, timer, whiteboard, dry-erase
marker

EXPLORE HIS 
WORD
Use all of these activities 
to help children tell what 
animals God made on 
the fifth and sixth days 
of creation.

Bible Exploration
Genesis 1:20-25

Bible Review Activity

Bible Memory
Genesis 1:1

Optional Bible Skill 
Builder

• Resources sheet 4 Animal Photo
Cards, Teaching Pictures 1 and 2

• Resources sheet 1 Creation Story
Cards and sheet 4 Animal Photo 
Cards

• Resources sheet 1 Unit 1 Bible 
Memory Mobile made in lesson 1

• Bibles, reusable adhesive, poster
board, marker

• none

• Bibles

MAKE IT REAL
Use one of these activi-
ties to help children tell 
what they like about the 
animals God made.

 Quick Step 
Animal Examples

Option 
That’s Cool!

Option 
Story from Weekly Bible Reader

• Activities p. 6

• Resources CD “That’s Cool!” story
script

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 2

• pencils

• none

• none

LIVE IT OUT
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
show God they like the 
animals He made.

 Quick Step 
Animal Puppets

Option 
Pretzel Bird Feeders

Saying Good-bye

• Animal Puppets horse
puppet reproducible page

• none

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 2

• scissors, glue sticks, crayons, paper
lunch bags

• large soft pretzels, paper plates,
cream cheese, plastic knives, sunflower
seeds, yarn, resealable plastic bags
• none

Early Elementary Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 2
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Materials 
Resources sheet 4  
Animal Photo Cards

Added Fun!
As various animals are 
described, let children try to 
mimic the sounds the animals 
make or move like the animals 
would move.

Teaching Tip
If you have a small class, pass 
only one card at a time. And you 
can play too!

Materials
Activities p. 5, pencils
(optional: colored pencils  
or markers, books about animals, 
laptop)

Added Fun!
Provide books that show some 
unusual animals. If a laptop is 
available, search for and show 
children images of unusual 
animals.

Materials
Bible, timer, whiteboard, 
dry-erase marker

Transition to Explore His Word 
See the Resources CD Transition 
Tips printable file. As children 
gather, make sure you have all 
the materials you need.

Focus
 God made all
the animals.

Focus In  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children explore special 
characteristics of animals. Use the Bible Memory activity to 
introduce the memory verse.

Welcome 
• Welcome each child by name.
•  Engage early arrivers by offering one or more of the activities

described on the Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.

 Quick Step   Animal Game
Have children gather in a circle. SAY: Let’s explore things that make 
kinds of animals different from each other. Give two children who are in 
different parts of the circle an animal card. When you say go, the cards 
can be passed around the circle. When you say stop, the two children 
holding cards can show their cards. 

ASK: How are these two animals alike? How are they different? 
Encourage kids to go beyond obvious differences. Are the animals 
tame or wild? What are their habitats? How do they benefit 
humans? 

Collect the first two cards and give children two other cards to start 
passing. Continue the game until everyone has had a turn to describe 
an animal. If you have students for whom it might be difficult to identify 
“same and different,” offer an animal sort, where students work together 
to sort pictures according to categories. (Examples: wild/tame, land/
water) SAY: It’s interesting to think about the different kinds of animals. 
Let’s find out when  God made all the animals.

Option Animal Draw
Have children gather at tables. SAY: Let’s learn to draw a fish and a bird. 
Then we’ll find the names of creations God made that fly swim or fly. 
Distribute the activity pages and pencils. Read the directions and let 
children complete the drawings and choices activity, circling only fish or 
bird names. 

ASK: What are your favorite kinds of fish and birds?
What other kinds of animals do you like?

Encourage kids to talk about the habitats and mannerisms of different 
animals. SAY:  There are so many amazing animals! Let’s find out when 
 God made all the animals.

Bible Memory Genesis 1:1
Set a timer for one minute and ask children to name as many animals as 
they can in that time. List on the board the animals named. Encourage 
kids to name unusual animals as well as common ones. Open your Bible to 
Genesis 1:1 and ask a good reader to read the verse aloud. Have everyone 
say the verse together. SAY: Remember what the Bible says—God made 
the world. And  God made all the animals.

God Makes the Animals, Lesson 2
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Worship Time
If you want to offer a time of 
worship, see the Resources 
CD Unit 1 Worship Time Ideas 
printable file. 

Materials
Bibles, Resources  
sheet 4 Animal Photo  
Cards, Teaching Pictures 1 and 
2, reusable adhesive, poster 
board, marker

Before Class
Draw a line down the center of 
the poster board. Title the left 
half “Day 5”; title the right half 
“Day 6.”

Added Fun!
First tell the story using 
Teaching Picture 2. Then retell 
the story, letting kids act out the 
various kinds of animals created: 
swimming, flying, tame, wild, 
crawling.

Bible Background for the Teacher 
God first formed the world, and then He began filling that world. On the fifth day of creation, 
God filled the water with living creatures and the skies with birds. On the sixth day, He filled 
the land with animals that could walk, slither, creep, and jump. 

God also planned for the protection of animals. He gave some animals layers of fur to 
keep them warm, while others received the ability to change colors to blend in with their 
environments. God’s plan for animals included that they reproduce within their own kinds. 
The study of biology reveals the intricate detail God used in creating animals. 

Scripture says God gave the command and each kind of animal appeared. While we may not 
understand how this took place, we can know God was creating a perfect world that would 
provide for the needs of all its inhabitants.

Explore His Word  (20 minutes)

Use all of these activities to help children tell what animals God 
made on the fifth and sixth days of creation.

Focus
 God made all
the animals.

Bible Exploration Genesis 1:20-25
SAY: Our Bible story comes from the book of Genesis. Is Genesis in the 
Old Testament or New Testament? (Old Testament) Help children find 
Genesis in their Bibles. The Old Testament tells about God making the 
world and promising a Savior; the New Testament tells how God sent 
Jesus to be our Savior. Ask for a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1.

Distribute the animal cards. SAY: You can help me tell the Bible story. 
Listen for all the animals God made. If I describe the kind of animal 
shown on your card, hold it up for everyone to see. Then attach it to the 
poster board. 

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. SAY: Out of nothing, God made a beautiful 
world. Show Teaching Picture 1. In four days, God made day and night, 
sky and land, oceans and rivers, mountains and valleys. He made green 
plants and trees, the sun and moon and stars. God looked at what He 
had made and saw that it was good.

On the fifth day, God spoke, and the water was filled with fish and sea 
creatures. God made big whales and little sea snails. He made colorful 
fish that shoot quickly through the water. Every kind of fish and sea 
creature you can think of, God made. Let kids show and attach to the 
board (under “Day 5”) the pictures of fish and water creatures.

That same day, God said birds should fill the sky—and they did!  Strong 
eagles soared. Robins and sparrows built nests on tree branches. Every 
kind of bird you can think of, God made. Let kids show and attach to the 
board the picture of birds.

On the sixth day, God made all the animals that live on the land. God 
made tame animals, such as cows and pigs, dogs and cats. God made 
animals that crawl, such as lizards and snakes. God also made animals 
that live in the wild, such as elephants and lions. Let kids show and 
attach to the board (under “Day 6”) the pictures of various land animals.

Early Elementary Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 2
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Materials
Resources sheet 1 Creation 
Story Cards and sheet 4  
Animal Photo Cards (optional: 
Resources CD Lesson 2 Review 
Questions printable file, 
Resources CD track 2, CD 
player)

Option
Play the recorded Bible  
story from the Resources  
CD track 2. Kids will have fun 
hearing the animals sounds.

Materials
Bibles, Resources  
sheet 1 Unit 1 Bible  
Memory Mobile made in lesson 1

Teaching Tip
If you did not make the Bible 
Memory Mobile in lesson 1, make 
it now. You will need Resources 
sheet 1 mobile pieces 1g-1j, a 
3' length of cord, and 4 clip 
clothespins.

Optional Bible  
Skill Builder
Ask children to find  
“Genesis” on the Books of the 
Old Testament poster from the 
Resources CD printable files. If 
kids have not made bookmarks 
from the Resources CD unit 1 
Optional Bible Skills Activity, 
have them do so now. Ask kids 
to show in their Bibles where the 
Old and New Testaments begin.

God looked at His world. The waters, the skies, and the land were full 
of life. Display Teaching Picture 2.  God made all the animals, and 
everything God made was good.

Bible Review Activity
Remove the animal cards from the poster. Mix the creation cards from 
lesson 1 with the animals cards and lay all the cards picture-side down on 
a table. Let the children take turns drawing one card at a time. Ask what 
day God created each thing or animal.

ASK: What did God make on the first four days of creation? (light, 
darkness, sky, land, seas, plants, trees, sun, stars, moon)

What kinds of animals did God make on the fifth day of creation? 
(fish and birds)

What kinds of animals did God make on the sixth day of creation? 
(tame animals, animals that crawl along the ground, wild animals)

You may want to use the Resources CD Lesson 2 Review Questions 
to help children further review the story. SAY: When you look at your 
favorite animals, remember that  God made all the animals!

Bible Memory Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Write “Genesis 1:1” on the board. Guide children to find the verse in their 
Bibles. SAY: The first book of the Bible is Genesis. Look for a large 
number 1. That’s chapter 1. Next, look for a smaller number 1. That’s 
verse 1. That’s where we can read our Bible Memory. Ask for volunteers 
to read the verse aloud. They can take turns reading the verse individually 
or read it as a group.

Show the Bible verse mobile. Assign each section of the mobile to a 
different person (or group of children). Have the verse read aloud, reading 
from top to bottom. SAY: God made the world and  God made all the 
animals.

God Makes the Animals, Lesson 2
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Materials
Activities p. 6, pencils

Materials
Resources CD “That’s 
Cool!” story script

Materials
Weekly Bible 
Reader issue 2

Focus
 God made all
the animals.

Make It Real  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children tell what they like 
about the animals God made.

 Quick Step   Animal Examples
SAY: Earlier we drew some animals God made on day 5 of creation. Now 
let’s try to list some animals God made on day 6. Have children complete 
the Animal Examples activity. Ask volunteers to tell what they like best 
about the animals God made. Encourage kids who are nonverbal to 
point to their favorite animals. Help kids understand some of the reasons 
why God made various kinds of animals. (Examples: to provide food, for 
protection, for friendship, to keep nature in balance, etc.) SAY: God had a 
special purpose for making each kind of animal. The animals God made 
help us in many ways. I’m glad  God made all the animals.

Option That’s Cool!
SAY: We know  God made all the animals, but do we know why that’s 
important to us? Listen as I tell a story about a brother and sister, 
Michael and Ashley. When you hear a reason why it’s important that God 
made a particular kind of animal, jump up and say “That’s cool!”

Read the story from the printable file. Use slight pauses at appropriate 
times to prompt responses. 

ASK: What are some animals you like? 
Why are those animals important to people?

Option Story from Weekly Bible Reader
Read the rebus story “Where’s Frisker?” Pause whenever you come to a 
picture, and let kids call out the pictured word.

ASK: Why is it important that God made animals with fur and other 
protective coverings? 

Why is it important for you that  God made all the animals? 
(Animals provide protection, friendship, and food.) 
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Lesson 3 at a Glance

Materials
Animal Puppets horse  
puppet reproducible  
page, scissors, glue sticks, 
crayons, paper lunch bags
(optional: Resources CD Animal 
Puppets printable files)

Note
See the teacher contents page 
for the location of reproducible 
pages. The Animal Puppets 
reproducible is also provided 
with the lesson 2 Resources 
CD printable files. Additional 
patterns are provided with that 
file.

Materials
large soft pretzels,  
paper plates, cream  
cheese (softened), plastic knives, 
sunflower seeds, yarn, resealable 
plastic bags

Teaching Tip
Rice cakes can be used in place 
of large pretzels. Kids can 
sample the bird treats too!

Weekly Bible Reader Give 
each student a Weekly 
Bible Reader to take home.

Be sure parents know  
about the Faith & Family  
pages available online  
to print and use with their 
children at home. Go to  
www.heartshaper.com.

Focus
 God made all
the animals.

Live It Out  (5–10 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children show God they like the 
animals He made.

 Quick Step   Animal Puppets 
Before class, make copies of the horse puppet (and additional animal 
puppets, if desired). 

SAY:  God made all the animals. We can show God we like the animals 
He made by telling about what God made. Distribute supplies for making 
paper bag puppets. Children can color and cut out the animal heads. Then 
the heads can be glued onto the bags.

Have the children bring their finished puppets to a closing prayer circle. The 
children can take turns making their puppets “talk” and telling why it was 
important for God to make that animal. For example, a horse puppet might 
say: “God made me so I can help on a farm and carry people on my back.” 

 Be aware of any child who has a difficult time with particular play 
  activities, such as making a puppet “talk.” Encourage the child to 

share information about an animal, without having to move the puppet’s 
mouth.

Close in prayer and encourage children to tell God what they like about 
the animals He made.

Option Pretzel Bird Feeders
SAY:  God made all the animals. We can show God we like the animals 
God made by caring for them. 

Give each child a large pretzel. Show how to spread a thick layer of cream 
cheese on the pretzel. Pour sunflower seeds onto a paper plate and then 
press the pretzel into the seeds to coat it. Thread a piece of yarn through 
a loop of the pretzel and tie the loose ends, forming a hanger. Place the 
finished bird feeders in plastic bags for children to take home to hang 
outdoors. As children work, talk about the importance of the birds God 
made. SAY: Birds help carry seeds from one place to another. They eat 
insects. Birds can be trained to carry messages. They provide beauty in 
the world. Close in prayer and encourage kids to tell God what they like 
about the birds He made.

Saying Good-bye
•  Make sure children have projects and activity pages they have done.
•  If you have time before parents arrive, use some of the activities on the

Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.
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