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First, it is important to know that 
salvation begins with God and flows 
out of His love for us. Many of your 
adults are probably familiar with 

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” God wants 
everyone to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4).

Second, people need to know that 
sin has separated them from God. 
The Bible says, “for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Most 
persons will acknowledge this truth. Some people 
are willing to repent and turn from their sin.

Salvation 
begins with 
God.

Sin is the 
barrier.

LEADING ADULTS TO CHRIST
Third, adults need to know that 
Jesus Christ shed His blood as 
the provision for our sin. His life, 
death, and resurrection point to 
His authority to be the Mediator 

between God and humanity. Jesus said, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6). Share with your stu-
dents that Jesus died so that they might be reconciled 
to God.

Many people know these facts, but 
they do not have a saving relation-
ship with Christ. Be sure your class 
members know that they must do 

more than give intellectual assent to the facts about 
Jesus. They need to believe in Him and ask Him to 
be their Saviour (John 20:31).

Christ’s shed 
blood is God’s 
provision for 
sin.

Invite them 
to trust 
Christ as 
Savior.
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I, II Chronicles

Ezra; Nehemiah;
Esther

Psalms

MARCH QUARTER

I, II Thessalonians;
Jude

I Corinthians 

II Corinthians

I, II Timothy; 
Titus; Philemon

I, II Peter

James;
I, II, III John

Revelation

Galatians;
Ephesians

JUNE QUARTER

Joel; Jonah; Amos; 
Hosea; Micah

Leviticus; Numbers; 
Deuteronomy

Isaiah

Jeremiah; 
Lamentations

Nah.; Zeph.; Hab.; 
Obad.; Hag.; Zech.; Mal.

Proverbs

Ezekiel; Daniel

Job; Ecclesiastes;  
Song of Solomon

DISCIPLES’ BIBLE STUDY SERIES

4409019-DBSS TG-Cov.indd   3 10/17/18   2:37 PM



7

Judah’s Sorry 
Condition (1:1-9)

Section Summary
The Book of Isaiah opens 

with a bleak picture of the 
nation of Judah and the city of 
Jerusalem. The sinfulness of the 
people showed their complete 
disregard for the covenant God 
had made with Moses.

Questions and Activities

❏ Icebreaker. Invite each adult
to share with the other class
members (or, if your class
is large, with three people
sitting nearby) the following
information:

1

Lesson 1 7

a Judah’s Sorry 
Condition (1:1-9)

Woe to the sinful nation, whose 
guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, 
children given to corruption! They 
have forsaken the LORD; they have 
spurned the Holy One of Israel and 
turned their backs on him. 

—Isaiah 1:4

Verse 1 of chapter 1 is the head-
ing for the Book of Isaiah. It tells the 
who, what, and when of the book.

The who is “Isaiah son of Amoz.” 
He was a bold, long-lived servant 
of God who had a grasp of inter-
national politics and access to the 
Jerusalem palace.

The what is a “vision,” which 
Isaiah “saw.” Apparently the rev-
elation that God gave Isaiah came, 
partly at least, in visual form.

The when is “during the reigns 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah.” These four men were 
consecutive “kings of Judah” whose 
combined reigns stretched from 792 
to 686 b.c. Isaiah’s ministry probably 
began in Uzziah’s fi nal year of life 
(740 b.c.), and the prophet was prob-

ably killed at the beginning of the 
reign of Manasseh, who succeeded 
Hezekiah.

Ask Yourself . . . Am I spiritually pre-
pared to receive God’s teaching through 
this study of Isaiah? If not, how can I 
get spiritually ready?

We don’t know for sure how the 
prophecies of chapter one fi t into the 
period of Isaiah’s ministry. The same 
is true for many of the prophecies in 
the book. Yet even without knowing 
the precise historical context or date 
for certain parts of the book, we can 
gain useful spiritual insight from 
those parts.

The fi rst chapter of Isaiah takes 
the form of a lawsuit against the 
people of Judah. The people were 
indicted by the Lord because of their 
“breach of contract” in breaking 
the Mosaic covenant. This covenant 
(or agreement), containing God’s 
commandments, had been made 
with the nation at Mount Sinai, 
following the Exodus.

In Deuteronomy, God promised 
great blessings if the nation would 
live in obedience to the covenant. 
God also warned that if the nation 
disobeyed His commands, it would 
experience the punishments listed 

The Lord
Judges Judah

Isaiah 1—5

Lesson 1 Objective
That class members will:

(1) recognize the consequences
of Judah’s rebellion and hypocrisy;

(2) consider the consequences of
the choices they make; and

(3) choose to follow the will of
God in their personal decisions.

Lesson Preparation Ideas
❏❏ Develop some personal

goals for this quarter’s lessons.
❏ For an EXTRA activity in
section a, ask a class member
to play Isaiah. He should
prepare for the role by putting
together a costume and
reading background material
on the prophet.
❏ For the final activity in
section a, write listed Bible
verses on index cards. Also
have index cards or paper
ready to distribute for the
Following Through activity.
❏ You may wish to make
photocopies of the questions
on hypocrisy in section b,
allowing space for responses.
❏ In this lesson, chapters 2—5
of Isaiah are treated “in brief.”
Look these chapters over. If
you’d like to give them attention
in class, see page 6 for ideas.

a
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• name
• family data
• expectations for this class

The students could also
complete one or both of these 
sentences:

• “The best vacation I ever had
was when . . .”
• “If I could invite three people
from any time in history for 
dinner, they would be . . .”

❏❏ EXTRA

Isaiah impersonation. After the
icebreaker, have the Isaiah actor 
enter the classroom in costume. 
He can present basic background 
information on Isaiah’s prophecies, 
the condition of Judah at the 
time, and why God pronounced 
judgment on the nation. You 
may want him to present this 
information in response to your 
questions—like an interview. Keep 
this activity under five minutes to 
preserve its impact.

❏❏ In verse 2, God accused Judah
of rebelling against Him.

What characteristics of rebellion 
are mentioned in verses 1-9?

As class members respond, 
list ideas on the whiteboard or 
newsprint. Several examples 
are given in verses 4 and 5 such 
as Forsaking the Lord and turning 
one’s back on Him.

When might rebellion 
actually be considered good 
and constructive? When is it 
destructive?

With the listed items in view, 
discuss the pros and cons 
of rebellion. An example of 
rebellion that could be considered 
constructive: when the people of 
a repressed nation rebel against 
tyranny and demand freedom. 
Negative examples could 
include terrorism and adolescent 
experimentation with drugs and 
dangerous dares.

What personality traits tend to 
encourage a rebellious spirit?

8 Lesson 1

Isaiah 1:1-9

Ask Yourself . . . Are there any areas 
in my life in which I am “missing the 
mark” in my relationship with God?

Judah’s disobedience is described 
in this passage as the people’s 
having “forsaken the Lord.” Indeed, 
the people of Judah had “spurned 
the Holy One of Israel and turned 
their backs on him.” The title “Holy 
One of Israel” emphasizes God’s 
holiness in contrast to the sin of the 
nation. Because God is holy, He 
cannot stand idly by while people 
engage in sin. That is why He took 
disciplinary steps to purge out the 

in the covenant (Deut. 28:15-68)—
including exile.

In this courtroom scene, Isaiah 
called upon heaven and earth to 
act as witnesses to the accusations 
leveled against the nation (Isa. 1:2; 
see Deut. 30:19; 31:28). The whole 
universe was to bear witness that 
God’s judgments are just.

The Lord charged Judah with 
rebelling against Him. The word for 
“rebelled” (Isa. 1:2) was often used 
among the ancients in reference to 
a subordinate state’s violation of a 
treaty with a dominant nation. In 
Isaiah 1, the word points to Judah’s 
blatant violation of God’s covenant.

Even dumb animals like oxen 
and donkeys fi nd their way to their 
masters and homes. But the people 
of Judah, as if they were more 
ignorant than beasts of burden, 
stubbornly refused to go back to 
their heavenly Master (vs. 3).

Judah was also indicted as a 
“sinful nation” (vs. 4). The word 
translated “sinful” means “to miss 
the mark.” Judah had missed the 
way God had ordained for the 
nation, turning instead to its own 
way. Because of Judah’s sin, the 
nation had become a people “whose 
guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, 
children given to corruption.”

Of course, God does not want 
anyone to miss the mark. One 
reason God gave us the Bible is 
so that we can know when we’re 
hitting the mark and when we’re 
missing it. We miss the mark when 
we disobey His Word. Regular Bible 
study is important so that we can 
keep our lives right on target.

Jerusalem

In 931 B.C., Solomon’s empire split into 
two parts, Israel and Judah. Israel was 

absorbed into Assyria between 725 and 
723 B.C. Judah became part of the Baby-
lonian Empire between 605 and 586 B.C.

ISRAEL AMMON

JUDAH

MOABPH
IL

IS
TI

A

SYRIAGreat Sea

EDOM

Samaria
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9Lesson 1

Isaiah 1:10-15a

Meaningless Rituals 
(1:10-15a)

Stop bringing meaningless 
offerings! Your incense is 
detestable to me. New Moons, 
Sabbaths and convocations—I 
cannot bear your worthless 
assemblies. —Isaiah 1:13

Isaiah likened both the rulers and 
the people of Judah to the evil cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Because 
these cities were horribly evil, they 
had been destroyed. Judah, too, was 
ripe for judgment because of sin. 
Isaiah therefore urged the nation to 
listen to God’s Word (vs. 10).

One of Isaiah’s most important 
messages was that religious rituals 
are meaningless if the worshiper’s 
life is not brought into conformity 
with God’s righteous standards (vss. 
11-15a). Isaiah was not saying that 
rituals are wrong in themselves. 
(Indeed, God Himself had 
established the sacrifi cial system 
and the round of religious festivals.) 
Isaiah was simply speaking out 
against the idea that going through 
the motions of religion can make 
people ceremonially clean when 
their hearts are unrepentant.

The people of Judah were 
hypocrites; their rituals were shams. 
They offered plenty of sacrifi ces 
(vs. 11), but it was almost as if they 
were trying to bribe God to spare 
them the punishment they knew 
they deserved. However, to go 
before God in the temple and offer 
sacrifi ces with an unrepentant heart 

nation’s evil and restore His people 
to righteousness. 

In verses 5 and 6, sinful Judah is 
compared to a beaten body with 
external wounds—head to foot—
and internal wounds—in the heart. 
Externally (or politically), Judah was 
beset on all sides by hostile enemies. 
These enemies infl icted “wounds” 
by seizing some of Judah’s territory. 
Internally (or spiritually), Judah was 
spiritually destitute. Judah’s whole 
“body” was in a state of ruin, and 
this was due to the nation’s rebellion 
against God.

This beaten body is further 
described in terms of the land being 
“desolate,” “burned,” “stripped,” 
and “laid waste” (vs. 7). In Isaiah’s 
time, Judah suffered attacks from 
Israel, Syria, Edom, Philistia, and 
Assyria.

The “Daughter of Zion” (meaning 
Jerusalem) is described as “a shelter 
in a vineyard” and “a hut in a fi eld 
of melons” (vs. 8). These temporary 
structures were lightweight sun 
shelters for people who guarded 
the crops against thieves. After the 
crops were harvested, the structures 
were abandoned. Similarly, Jerusa-
lem was deserted. Also, it was “like 
a city under siege.”

The survival of some of the 
people of Judah was God’s gracious 
provision to prevent the nation’s 
complete disappearance (vs. 9). If it 
were not for this group of survivors, 
Judah would have been utterly 
destroyed for its sin—just as the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah had 
been destroyed long before (Gen. 
18:16—19:29).

AMMON

SYRIA

b

8 Lesson 1

Isaiah 1:1-9
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having “forsaken the Lord.” Indeed, 
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including exile.
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called upon heaven and earth to 
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see Deut. 30:19; 31:28). The whole 
universe was to bear witness that 
God’s judgments are just.
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“rebelled” (Isa. 1:2) was often used 
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Isaiah 1, the word points to Judah’s 
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of Judah, as if they were more 
ignorant than beasts of burden, 
stubbornly refused to go back to 
their heavenly Master (vs. 3).

Judah was also indicted as a 
“sinful nation” (vs. 4). The word 
translated “sinful” means “to miss 
the mark.” Judah had missed the 
way God had ordained for the 
nation, turning instead to its own 
way. Because of Judah’s sin, the 
nation had become a people “whose 
guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, 
children given to corruption.”

Of course, God does not want 
anyone to miss the mark. One 
reason God gave us the Bible is 
so that we can know when we’re 
hitting the mark and when we’re 
missing it. We miss the mark when 
we disobey His Word. Regular Bible 
study is important so that we can 
keep our lives right on target.

Jerusalem

In 931 B.C., Solomon’s empire split into 
two parts, Israel and Judah. Israel was 

absorbed into Assyria between 725 and 
723 B.C. Judah became part of the Baby-
lonian Empire between 605 and 586 B.C.
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b

After allowing time for 
responses, you may also wish 
to distribute index cards with 
these verses written on them: 
Exodus 23:20-22; Deuteronomy 
9:7; Proverbs 12:1; Jeremiah 17:9; 
I Timothy 1:8-11. Ask students 
to comment on how these verses 
shed more light on the nature 
of rebellion, and how rebellion 
affected God’s relationship with 
His people.

Meaningless 
Rituals (1:10-15a)

Section Summary
These verses demonstrate 

the extent of the sin for which 
Judah would be judged. The 
purely legalistic performance 
of rituals, festivals, offerings, 
and incense burning had 
become unbearable to God. He 
saw it for the hypocrisy it was.

Questions and Activities

❏❏ Small-group discussions. If you 
were able to make photocopies 
of  the list of questions below, 
distribute a copy to each student. 
Then have students form small 
groups to discuss the questions. 
(If you didn’t photocopy the 
questions, you can simply ask 
them out loud or write them on a 
whiteboard.) After a few minutes, 
ask for summarizing reports of key 
insights from each small group.

What is hypocrisy?

Does God punish sin today in 
the same ways He did in Isaiah’s 
day? Explain.

Could “tolerance” ever be 
considered another form of 
hypocrisy? Why or why not?

What form does hypocrisy 
sometimes take in churches 
today?

4409019-DBSS-LG-L01.indd   9 10/26/18   8:16 AM
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10 Lesson 1

Isaiah 1:10-15a

else the people prayed insincerely—
God would hide His eyes and not 
listen (Isa. 1:15).While God heard 
their prayers, He would be hearing 
the pious words on their lips, and He 
would also be seeing the evil in their 
hearts. He would know that their 
prayers were insincere.

Christians today face the same 
danger of falling into the rut of 
religious hypocrisy. It is good to go 
to church and to Bible studies. Yet 
if we do these things while ignoring 
genuine righteousness and purity, 
we are just as guilty as those in Judah 
who were going through the motions 
of religious activity. Our Lord desires 
inward purity and outward justice in 
our lives.

Ask Yourself . . . Do I ever hypo-
critically go through the motions in my 
relationship with God, showing little 
concern for obedience to His will?

amounted to “trampling” the temple 
courts (vs. 12).

The people needed to learn 
that inward righteousness must 
accompany outward rituals if the 
rituals are to be meaningful to God. 
Rituals performed insincerely were 
actually an insult to God (vs. 13a).

Inward righteousness should have 
accompanied the rituals that the 
people of Judah performed during 
their holy days (vss. 13, 14). These 
holy days were of many kinds. 
They included new moon festivals, 
which were celebrated on the fi rst 
day of each month (Num. 28:11-14); 
Sabbaths—the weekly Sabbaths as 
well as annual Sabbaths on the Day 
of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32) and the 
feast of tabernacles (16:29-31); and 
appointed feasts, such as the Passover 
(23:4-7), the feast of weeks (vss. 15-21), 
and the feast of trumpets (vss. 23-25).

On these occasions—or whenever 

During Isaiah’s lifetime, the
people of Judah worshiped at the 

temple built by Solomon in 
Jerusalem.

11Lesson 1

in calling His people to help the 
disadvantaged, God was ultimately 
calling them to renew their 
commitment to the covenant.

Jesus also emphasized the 
importance of helping the poor and 
needy. In fact, in His parable of 
the good Samaritan, Jesus taught 
that anyone who has need is the 
Christian’s neighbor (Luke 10:25-37).

Ask Yourself . . . Am I ministering to 
the poor and needy as Christ desires?

After making His case for Judah’s 
guilt, the Lord urged, “Come now, 
let us settle the matter” (Isa. 1:18). 

A Call to Reform 
(1:15b-20)

Your hands are full of blood! Wash 
and make yourselves clean. Take 
your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, learn to do 
right!  —Isaiah 1:15b-17a

As we just learned, God would 
not look at the people’s hands 
upraised in prayer (vs. 15a). That’s 
because their hands were “full of 
blood” (vs. 15b). The people of 
Judah had on their hands the blood 
of those whom they had mistreated.

The people needed to “wash” and 
“clean” themselves (vs. 16a). If they 
would repent, God would forgive 
them. Forgiveness is available to all 
who truly want to change.

Ask Yourself . . . In what ways, if any, 
do I currently need to repent?

 
Verses 16b and 17 spell out the 

kind of reformation the people of 
Judah needed to make after their 
repentance. They were to stop doing 
wrong, and instead “do right.”

Doing right amounted to working 
on the side of justice. The people 
of Judah were to help the needy—
the oppressed, the fatherless, and 
widows. Notice the legal jargon: 
God called them to “take up the 
cause of the fatherless” and “plead 
the case of the widow.”

The Mosaic covenant required 
that obedience to the Lord be 
lived out by helping the poor and 
the needy (Deut. 24:17-21). So 

Social
Injustice

During Isaiah’s lifetime, 
social injustice was widespread 
in Judah. Examples of the 
injustice Isaiah and his con-
temporary Micah condemned 
are the making of unjust 
laws to deprive the poor and 
the needy of their rights (Isa. 
10:1, 2), and the use of fraud 
as a means to seize property 
(Mic. 2:1, 2). As always, social 
injustice in that time and place 
took the form of victimization 
of the weak` by the strong.

According to Isaiah, God’s 
people not only should avoid 
victimizing others but also 
should actively take the part of 
those who are 
victimized.

c

c

When God looked at the 
people of Judah, He should 
have seen sincere devotion and 
genuine worship. But instead He 
saw empty ritual—people simply 
going through the correct forms 
of worship.

What does God see when He 
looks at the worship going on in 
our church?

How responsible is each one of 
us for the kind of worship that 
goes on in our church?

❏❏ Worship list. Meaningless 
rituals and insincere worship can 
do nothing to change people’s 
lives for the better. But genuine 
worship has positive results. With 
your students’ help, make a list 
of some of the positive effects of 
genuine worship. For example: 
growth in Christlikeness; a greater 
awareness of our dependence on 
God; a heart of compassion for the 
suffering of others.

Be sure your students 
know that not every ritual is 
meaningless. They can see this 
more clearly if they identify some 
of the “rituals” that are part of 
your own church’s worship. 
For example, your church may 
very well have a specific order 
of events in your service each 
week or specific days set aside 
to observe Communion. The 
danger of ritual is not that it is 
meaningless in itself but that if 
we are not careful it can become 
meaningless to us.

A Call to Reform 
(1:15b-20)

Section Summary
God never gave up on Judah. 

He continued to plead with the 
people to repent and reform. If 
only they would respond to His 
call to repentance, they would 
avoid the worst consequences 
of their sins.

4409019-DBSS-LG-L01.indd   10 10/26/18   8:16 AM
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❏❏ Word meanings. Help your 
students think about some of 
the theological concepts that are 
raised in this section. As you read 
aloud each of the words below, 
ask students to respond with the 
first synonym (word with the 
same or a similar meaning) that 
comes to their minds.

• Obedience • Redemption
• Rebellion • Cleansing
• Repentance • Mercy
• Sin  • Injustice

Whatever words we use, 
the issues involved remain the 
same. God still expects us to 
obey, to repent of our sins, and to 
re nounce sin and injustice. We can 
do these things, and be cleansed 
of our sin, only because of the 
mercy of God that redeems us.

❏❏ EXTRA

Self-examination. The Lord, 
through the preaching of Isaiah, 
pointed to things that needed 
to be changed in the lives of the 
people of Judah. It’s always a 
good idea to examine our lives 
for any evidence of rebellion, 
which causes us to move away 
from close fellowship with God. 
Ask students to spend a moment 
in silence as they think about 
these questions:

Are there areas in my life in 
which I am rebelling against God 
and moving away from His Word 
and His will?

If I discover such problem 
areas, what am I willing to do 
about them in the coming week?

Conclude this activity by offering 
a brief prayer of commitment on 
behalf of your students.

Can you imagine how God 
must have felt as He viewed the 
disobedience of Judah at this time?

If some of your students are 
parents, ask them to think about 
how they feel when their children 
are disobedient and rebellious. 

10 Lesson 1
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actually an insult to God (vs. 13a).

Inward righteousness should have 
accompanied the rituals that the 
people of Judah performed during 
their holy days (vss. 13, 14). These 
holy days were of many kinds. 
They included new moon festivals, 
which were celebrated on the fi rst 
day of each month (Num. 28:11-14); 
Sabbaths—the weekly Sabbaths as 
well as annual Sabbaths on the Day 
of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32) and the 
feast of tabernacles (16:29-31); and 
appointed feasts, such as the Passover 
(23:4-7), the feast of weeks (vss. 15-21), 
and the feast of trumpets (vss. 23-25).

On these occasions—or whenever 

During Isaiah’s lifetime, the
people of Judah worshiped at the 

temple built by Solomon in 
Jerusalem.
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in calling His people to help the 
disadvantaged, God was ultimately 
calling them to renew their 
commitment to the covenant.

Jesus also emphasized the 
importance of helping the poor and 
needy. In fact, in His parable of 
the good Samaritan, Jesus taught 
that anyone who has need is the 
Christian’s neighbor (Luke 10:25-37).

Ask Yourself . . . Am I ministering to 
the poor and needy as Christ desires?

After making His case for Judah’s 
guilt, the Lord urged, “Come now, 
let us settle the matter” (Isa. 1:18). 

A Call to Reform 
(1:15b-20)

Your hands are full of blood! Wash 
and make yourselves clean. Take 
your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, learn to do 
right!  —Isaiah 1:15b-17a

As we just learned, God would 
not look at the people’s hands 
upraised in prayer (vs. 15a). That’s 
because their hands were “full of 
blood” (vs. 15b). The people of 
Judah had on their hands the blood 
of those whom they had mistreated.

The people needed to “wash” and 
“clean” themselves (vs. 16a). If they 
would repent, God would forgive 
them. Forgiveness is available to all 
who truly want to change.

Ask Yourself . . . In what ways, if any, 
do I currently need to repent?

 
Verses 16b and 17 spell out the 

kind of reformation the people of 
Judah needed to make after their 
repentance. They were to stop doing 
wrong, and instead “do right.”

Doing right amounted to working 
on the side of justice. The people 
of Judah were to help the needy—
the oppressed, the fatherless, and 
widows. Notice the legal jargon: 
God called them to “take up the 
cause of the fatherless” and “plead 
the case of the widow.”

The Mosaic covenant required 
that obedience to the Lord be 
lived out by helping the poor and 
the needy (Deut. 24:17-21). So 

Social
Injustice

During Isaiah’s lifetime, 
social injustice was widespread 
in Judah. Examples of the 
injustice Isaiah and his con-
temporary Micah condemned 
are the making of unjust 
laws to deprive the poor and 
the needy of their rights (Isa. 
10:1, 2), and the use of fraud 
as a means to seize property 
(Mic. 2:1, 2). As always, social 
injustice in that time and place 
took the form of victimization 
of the weak` by the strong.

According to Isaiah, God’s 
people not only should avoid 
victimizing others but also 
should actively take the part of 
those who are 
victimized.

c
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Remnant
One of the most enduring concepts in Scripture is 

the remnant—a faithful minority that survives a judg-
ment or catastrophe. Here are a few examples of the 
hundreds of ways the remnant idea is used, implicitly 
or explicitly, in the Bible:

• After the Flood, “Only Noah was left, and 
those with him in the ark” (Gen. 7:23).
• Referring to the returned Jewish exiles, 
Ezra said, “The Lord our God has been
gracious in leaving us a remnant”
(Ezra 9:8).
• In John’s vision of the end times,
“The dragon . . . went off to make war
against the rest of her offspring—
those who obey God’s command-
ments and hold to the testimony
of Jesus” (Rev. 12:17).

(the people of Judah). These guilty 
parties were opposed to Him (vs. 
24).

God promised to purge all 
the dross in the nation in the 
disciplining process, leaving 
pure silver—a remnant of people 
committed to God (vs. 25). God’s 
purpose in disciplining the nation 
was not to punish for the sake 
of punishing, or just to get even. 
Rather, God’s loving purpose was to 
restore Judah to righteousness.

Furthermore, the Lord promised 
to put in place a just judicial system 
for the nation (vs. 26a). He would 
elevate to judicial offi ce people of 
sterling character, like the righteous 
judges of an earlier period—perhaps 
David’s time.

Following God’s disciplining and 
purging judgment, Jerusalem would 
be called “the City of Righteousness, 

with water” (vs. 22b). That which 
was once pure had become 
adulterated. Its worth had thus been 
diminished. Judah’s present state 
was but a shadow of its past glory.

The guiltiest people in Judah 
were the leaders, for they had led 
the people to ruin by committing 
crimes, accepting bribes, and 
dealing unjustly with the poor (vs. 
23). The fatherless and widows were 
in a particularly dire situation. Their 
lack of bribe money prevented them 
from getting a hearing before the 
leaders.

Due to Judah’s well-documented 
sins, God declared sentence on the 
unjust nation (vss. 24-31). Up to this 
point, God had been seen in the role 
of one party in a legal case. But He 
now appeared in the role of Judge. 
And as Judge, He was about to issue 
a judgment against the guilty parties 

12 Lesson 1

Isaiah 1:21-31

Zion Redeemed 
(1:21-31)

Zion will be delivered with 
justice, her penitent ones with 
righteousness. But rebels and 
sinners will both be broken, and 
those who forsake the LORD will 
perish. 
 —Isaiah 1:27, 28

Under the reigns of David and 
Solomon, Jerusalem’s inhabitants 
had been committed to the Lord. 
Jerusalem had been like a wife who 
was faithful to her husband. But 
now the city had become like a har-
lot through committing injustice and 
following false gods (vs. 21).

Just as there is a covenant between 
two people in a marriage, so there 
was a covenant between God and 
His people. And His people had not 
been true to that covenant. They 
were guilty of spiritual adultery.

Ask Yourself . . . Has my faithfulness 
to God been unswerving?

The Lord’s lament over Jerusalem 
used several vivid descriptions.

First, Judah’s “silver” was said 
to have become “dross” (vs. 22a). 
Dross is the useless residue that 
remains in the smelting process after 
the pure, refi ned silver has been 
removed. Just as dross is thrown 
away because it is worthless, so the 
people of Judah would be “thrown 
away” by going into exile if they 
didn’t repent.

Second, Judah’s “choice wine” 
was said to have become “diluted 

This translates a common phrase 
used among ancient people in 
reference to arguing a legal case in 
a courtroom. The idea seems to be 
that as a result of the argument that 
had been presented in God’s court, 
the defendants (the guilty people of 
Judah) were to realize their error, 
turn from sin, and receive cleansing 
from God.

The sins of the people were said 
to be like “scarlet” (a red dye) and 
as red as “crimson” (a red cloth). In 
other words, their iniquities were 
like bloodstains on their souls. But 
if they turned away from sin and 
turned toward God, their sins would 
be cleansed and spiritually they 
would be as white as snow or wool.

We noted earlier that Judah’s 
land had been ravaged by invaders 
(vs. 7). Related to this, the Mosaic 
covenant promised that those who 
obeyed God would be blessed 
with bounty from the land, but 
the disobedient would serve their 
enemies (Deut. 28:47, 48). Judah 
was now presented with a choice. 
Obedience to the covenant would 
restore blessing to the land (Isa. 
1:19). But resistance and rebellion 
would bring judgment in the form 
of military defeat (vs. 20).

This section closes with the 
solemn words, “For the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” These words 
assured Judah’s inhabitants that 
Isaiah’s pronouncements would 
surely come to pass.

d

This may give them some insight 
into the way God must have felt 
when He looked at the rebellious 
people of Judah.

What do you think is the 
significance of Isaiah’s statement 
that his message had been spoken 
by the mouth of the Lord?

Isaiah wanted the people 
to know that the warnings 
of judgment and the calls to 
repentance were not his own 
words. He was acting as the 
Lord’s mouthpiece, and the 
message was the Lord’s.

Zion Redeemed 
(1:21-31)

Section Summary
God called on the people of 

Judah to examine their lives 
and repent—turn from sin. 
He was willing to redeem the 
people of Judah if they would 
want their sins to be purged.

Questions and Activities

❏❏ Contrasts chart. Isaiah used 
vivid contrasts to show the effects 
that sin and rebellion had on the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem. 
Chart some of these contrasts on 
a board or a sheet of newsprint.

BEFORE AFTER
faithful a harlot (vs. 21)

justice and 
forgiveness

murderers 
(violence)

silver (vs. 22) dross (refuse)

choice wine
watered down 

wine

When have you seen the 
destructiveness of sin in the life 
of a friend or acquaintance?

As the students think about the 
contrasts, ask them to talk about 
the effects of sin on people they 

d
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(Ezra 9:8).
• In John’s vision of the end times,
“The dragon . . . went off to make war
against the rest of her offspring—
those who obey God’s command-
ments and hold to the testimony
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(the people of Judah). These guilty 
parties were opposed to Him (vs. 
24).

God promised to purge all 
the dross in the nation in the 
disciplining process, leaving 
pure silver—a remnant of people 
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The guiltiest people in Judah 
were the leaders, for they had led 
the people to ruin by committing 
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dealing unjustly with the poor (vs. 
23). The fatherless and widows were 
in a particularly dire situation. Their 
lack of bribe money prevented them 
from getting a hearing before the 
leaders.

Due to Judah’s well-documented 
sins, God declared sentence on the 
unjust nation (vss. 24-31). Up to this 
point, God had been seen in the role 
of one party in a legal case. But He 
now appeared in the role of Judge. 
And as Judge, He was about to issue 
a judgment against the guilty parties 
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Zion will be delivered with 
justice, her penitent ones with 
righteousness. But rebels and 
sinners will both be broken, and 
those who forsake the LORD will 
perish. 
 —Isaiah 1:27, 28

Under the reigns of David and 
Solomon, Jerusalem’s inhabitants 
had been committed to the Lord. 
Jerusalem had been like a wife who 
was faithful to her husband. But 
now the city had become like a har-
lot through committing injustice and 
following false gods (vs. 21).

Just as there is a covenant between 
two people in a marriage, so there 
was a covenant between God and 
His people. And His people had not 
been true to that covenant. They 
were guilty of spiritual adultery.

Ask Yourself . . . Has my faithfulness 
to God been unswerving?

The Lord’s lament over Jerusalem 
used several vivid descriptions.

First, Judah’s “silver” was said 
to have become “dross” (vs. 22a). 
Dross is the useless residue that 
remains in the smelting process after 
the pure, refi ned silver has been 
removed. Just as dross is thrown 
away because it is worthless, so the 
people of Judah would be “thrown 
away” by going into exile if they 
didn’t repent.

Second, Judah’s “choice wine” 
was said to have become “diluted 

This translates a common phrase 
used among ancient people in 
reference to arguing a legal case in 
a courtroom. The idea seems to be 
that as a result of the argument that 
had been presented in God’s court, 
the defendants (the guilty people of 
Judah) were to realize their error, 
turn from sin, and receive cleansing 
from God.

The sins of the people were said 
to be like “scarlet” (a red dye) and 
as red as “crimson” (a red cloth). In 
other words, their iniquities were 
like bloodstains on their souls. But 
if they turned away from sin and 
turned toward God, their sins would 
be cleansed and spiritually they 
would be as white as snow or wool.

We noted earlier that Judah’s 
land had been ravaged by invaders 
(vs. 7). Related to this, the Mosaic 
covenant promised that those who 
obeyed God would be blessed 
with bounty from the land, but 
the disobedient would serve their 
enemies (Deut. 28:47, 48). Judah 
was now presented with a choice. 
Obedience to the covenant would 
restore blessing to the land (Isa. 
1:19). But resistance and rebellion 
would bring judgment in the form 
of military defeat (vs. 20).

This section closes with the 
solemn words, “For the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” These words 
assured Judah’s inhabitants that 
Isaiah’s pronouncements would 
surely come to pass.

d

have known. Some may even be 
willing to talk about what sin did 
to them before they repented and 
turned to Christ. The purpose of 
this discussion is to paint a visual 
picture of the destructiveness of 
sin and rebellion.

Parable comparison. God 
always wants to act to redeem 
and restore people (vss. 25, 26). 
But the willfulness of rebellious 
people gets in the way of this 
intention. However, when rebels 
repent, God responds with love 
and acceptance. Jesus’ parable 
of the prodigal son vividly 
illustrates this aspect of God’s 
nature (Luke 15:11-24). You may 
wish to read or summarize this 
parable for your students.

Isaiah 2—5 in Brief

For ideas on how to handle this 
“in brief” passage, see page 6.

Following Through

This lesson has considered 
the consequences of disobedi-
ence and sin in the nation of 
Judah. The people of Judah 
chose to rebel and disobey 
God. In the same way, we all 
make choices every day about 
how to conduct our lives.

Ask students to think about 
their own lives. Are they 
choosing to rebel against God, 
or are they choosing to be 
obedient? What changes do 
they need to make?

Distribute index cards or 
sheets of paper and ask the 
adults to write out a single, 
specific change they would 
like to focus on during the 
coming week. Invite them, 
during a moment of silent 
prayer, to ask God for His 
grace and strength to help 
them accomplish that change.
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Looking Ahead

As you read the Scripture (Isa. 
6—8) for next week’s lesson, here are 
some things to look for:

1. the manner in which Isaiah was
called to be a prophet;

2. the messianic prophecy in this
passage; and

3. a conversation overheard from
heaven.

If you plan to use the EXTRA 
roleplay activity suggested for 
next week’s lesson, you will need 
to arrange this with the players in 
advance.

14 Lesson 1

Isaiah 2—5

Isaiah 2—5 in Brief

Note: Since Isaiah is a long 
book (sixty-six chapters), this 
Bible study summarizes some of 
the passages as “Isaiah in Brief.” 
This does not mean that those 
passages are unimportant or that 
you don’t need to read them in 
your Bible as part of your study of 
the Book of Isaiah.

Chapters 2—5 expand on many of 
the themes in chapter 1—judgment, 
discipline, exile, restoration, and 
blessing. Isaiah 2:1-5 describes a 
time of righteousness, justice, and 
peace in which redeemed Jerusalem 
will be a city of God for all the 
nations. The remaining verses of 
the chapter dwell on the day of the 
Lord, when proud people and idol 
worshipers will be judged. Isaiah 
3:1-15 pictures the disruption of 
society in Judah. From 3:16 to 4:1, 
the theme is God’s judgment on the 
proud women of Jerusalem. The rest 
of chapter 4 depicts the glorifi cation 
of Jerusalem through the work of 
the Messiah. The book’s fi fth chapter 
begins with a parable comparing 
the people of Judah to a vineyard 
(vss. 1-7). Then follows a series of 
predictions about God’s judgment 
on the wicked (vss. 8-30).

the Faithful City” (vs. 26b).
Some people look upon God’s 

discipline as a wholly negative 
experience. But looking at it another 
way, we can take comfort in the 
realization that, when we sin, God 
takes steps necessary to move us 
toward repentance and restoration. 
God disciplines us “for our good, 
that we may share in his holiness” 
(Heb. 12:10).

Ask Yourself . . . Have there been any 
recent events in my life in which I have 
sensed God’s disciplining hand?

Isaiah next contrasted the faithful 
remnant of Judah with those who 
refused to repent (Isa. 1:27, 28). 
Only the repentant would dwell 
in redeemed Jerusalem, not the 
wicked. Rebels and sinners would 
perish.

The wicked would be made 
ashamed that they had ever had 
anything to do with the pagan 
sacrifi ces and sexual immorality 
that took place at “sacred oaks” and 
“gardens” (vs. 29). Indeed, whereas 
the wicked engaged in idol worship 
in these locations, they themselves 
would become like fading oak trees 
and dry, barren gardens (vs. 30).

Isaiah compared the wicked to 
“tinder” (vs. 31) such as the fi ber 
of fl ax and other highly fl ammable 
materials used to start fi res. The 
“work,” or sins, of the wicked 
are compared to a spark. In other 
words, sinning is playing with fi re, 
and sinners will have themselves 
to blame when they and their evil 
work are consumed forever.
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