
A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR A STRONG CHURCH 

Thank you for reviewing Scripture Press curriculum for your ministry. 

Scripture Press builds a solid foundation based on Scripture and a goal for dedicated 
discipleship. Scripture Press curriculum is designed to help students understand and grow 
in the knowledge of God's Word. 

Features include 
• Conservative theology and doctrine
• 3-step lesson plan
• Dual translation NIV/KJV (two-year-old through High School) and choice of

translation for adult NIV or KJV.

What makes Scripture Press distinct? 
• Builds a solid faith foundation with a high view of Scripture (verbal, plenary

inspiration, inerrant, authoritative)
• Equips teacher for success through Bible background, devotions, and tips, with

additional training and resources online
• Bible skills build deeper at each age level with thought-provoking questions
• Moderate dispensational emphasis
• Pre-millennial, but no single view on time of the rapture
• Encourages students of all ages to be learners of God’s Word and be mission-

minded
• Easy-to-use 3-step lessons

Scope and Sequence 
The scope and sequence shown inside the sample teacher guide may not reflect the 
current-year. Download the current scope here. 

Getting help 
During your review, should you need assistance from one of our ministry consultants, you 
can find yours here. Please let us know how we can serve you. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/dcc-marketing/scope-and-sequence/scope-and-sequence-scripture-press.pdf
https://davidccook.org/find-your-ministry-consultant/
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Theme Chart 2-Year Cycle

Coming
Next Quarter

Themes
� The United Kingdom
� The Divided Kingdom

Aims
� To learn about Saul,
David, and Solomon
and their obedience and
disobedience to God

� To learn about Elijah
and Elisha, prophets
during the times of the
kings

� To see how important it
is to obey God and the
disastrous consequences
that come when nations
disobey God

Junior 
Curriculum Tools
� Teaching Guide
� Teaching Resources
� Bible Treasures Student 
Guide

� Power Station
take-home papers

Order these and other materials 
on Next Quarter’s Curriculum 
Order Form or see your Sunday
School curriculum supplier.
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God Makes a World
Genesis

God Gives Kings
1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Chronicles

God Chooses a People
Genesis, Job, John, Ephesians, Revelation

God’s People Are 
Captured & Returned
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Esther, 
Ezra, Haggai, Nehemiah, Joel, 

Zechariah, Malachi

God Leads His People
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy

God Sends Jesus
The Gospels

God Gives the Victory
Joshua, Judges, Ruth

God Starts His Church
Acts, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, 
1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 

Ephesians, 1 & 2 Corinthians, 
Romans, Galatians, Philippians, 

Colossians, Philemon
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Lesson  1

Cross ing  the  Jordan

UNIT 1 - JOSHUA CLAIMS THE PROMISED LAND

OV E RV I E W
Scripture

Joshua 1:1–5:1

Bible Truth
Success comes from obedience to God’s Word.

Life Response Aim
To know that God is faithful to all who obey Him, appreciate all that
God has done for us, and share God’s message with others.

Memory Verse
“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.“     Joshua 1:9, KJV

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 
you wherever you go.“     Joshua 1:9, NIV

FOCUS
God Rewards Obedience

DISCOVER
Joshua Leads the Israelites

RESPOND
Trusting God in Difficult Situations

M AT E R I A L S

Preparing  Your  Heart  to  Teach

Read This Week’s Passage: Joshua 1:1–5:1.
• When the Israelites looked at the Jordan River, they knew it was humanly impossible to cross it.

However, God parted the waters and they were able to walk across on dry ground. Are you
facing difficulties in your life today that seem to have no solution? Remember that God’s power
is as great today as it was thousands of years ago. He is still able to make a way through your
“sea“ and a path through your “mighty waters” if you will trust Him and follow His leading.

❑ Bibles, pens or pencils

FOCUS
❑ Rocks (one for each student), construction

paper, colored pencils or markers, tape
or glue

DISCOVER
❑ Canaan Map, Sheet 1a, Teaching 

Resources
❑ Bible Treasures, page 3

RESPOND
❑ Bible Treasures, page 4
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A Successful Leader
Juniors love heroes, and Joshua can serve as one

of their greatest role models. But many Juniors live
in a world of electronic fantasy games. They need to
realize that Joshua was a real person who fought
real battles. Because he followed God’s ways, 
he was a successful leader. Help your students
understand that no matter what battles they are 
facing—at home, school, or elsewhere—they too 
can be successful if they are obedient to God.

Memorials to God’s Faithfulness
Before class, cut out pieces of construction
paper to fit on each rock. Give a rock and

piece of paper to each student. Have each one write
on the paper what the Lord has done for him or her

and glue or tape it to the rock. Encourage each 
student to share with the rest of the class how their
“rock” is a memorial. As students share, have them
place their rocks in a pile to form a memorial to the
Lord.

TRANSITION ➔ We should not forget all the
wonderful things the Lord has done in our
lives. In fact, He wants us to remember them
and tell others, especially our families, about
them. In today’s lesson we will find out what
the Israelites did so they would never forget
how God had kept His promises to them.

FOCUS
Preparing the heart for the Bible Truth

TEACHER SUPPLIED STUDENT  VISUAL MEMORY DISCUSSION PRAYER

RESOURCE ACTIVITY TEACHING AID VERSE

God  Rewards  Obedience

I C O N  K E Y :

5

E N R I C H M E N T  I D E A S
Building a Memorial

Give each student a medium-size piece of modeling clay. Have them mold a “rock” out of their clay. With a
pencil or similar tool, have students etch into the clay a reminder of something the Lord has done for them. They
may reference a Scripture verse, draw a picture, or write words that are meaningful to them. Be sure to provide
plenty of clay. A plastic drop cloth might be helpful for cleanup purposes. Let the students take their rocks home
and put them in a place where they will serve as reminders of God’s faithfulness.

Words to Master
These definitions will help your students understand the lesson better. Some will already know the meanings

of some of the words and will enjoy sharing their knowledge. There may be more than one definition for each
word, so be sure the correct definition is used for the lesson’s purpose. 

Memorial—something done or placed to remember a special person or event
Prosperous—successful
Harlot—an immoral woman
Flax—plant out of which linen, a clothing material, is made
Pursue—chase

Bible Background
Read Isaiah 43:16; Psalm 89:13.
The Jordan River has great historical significance. In Bible times lions often lay in wait on its banks. Naaman

the leper was cured after dipping himself seven times in its waters. John the Baptist baptized in it. Many believe
that Jesus was baptized in the Jordan. Tourists still travel to Israel to be baptized in its waters as a special sign of
their faith. 
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DISCOVER
Exploring the Bible Truth

Joshua Leads the Israelites
As you go through the story you may want to 

read the Bible passages along with the narrative 
below. If provided, read and discuss the questions at 
the end of each section. 

To begin the lesson, remind your students of what 
God promised the Israelites. This will provide the 
background for the story of Joshua becoming the 
new leader. 

Show the map of Canaan, Sheet 1a, Teaching 
Resources. Point out the Jordan River and the priests 
carrying the ark of the covenant.

The Lord promised the land of Canaan to the 
Israelites a long time before they entered it. 
The promise was first made to Abraham. Later, 
the Israelites were slaves in Egypt for 400 
years. God delivered them, and Moses led them 
through the wilderness for 40 years.

Now Moses was dead. God chose Joshua to 
be the next leader. God reminded him of the 
promise He had made to Abraham: “Every place 
that the sole of your foot shall walk upon, that 
is what I have given you.” God gave Joshua 
special instructions for leading the people into 
the Promised Land. God told Joshua that He 
would give him special rewards if he followed 
the instructions. 

• What were God’s instructions? (Have one
of the students read Joshua 1:1-9; Be strong,

observe the Law, turn not from the Law; meditate
on the Law, do not be afraid.)

Joshua Sends Spies to Jericho (Joshua 2)
Joshua chose two men to spy on Jericho and

look over the land. They quietly entered the
city and chose an unlikely place to stay: at
Rahab’s house. This was an unlikely place
because Rahab was a harlot. But the king of
Jericho heard that spies were in Rahab’s house,
so he sent messengers to bring the men out.
Rahab hid the men under some flax on the roof
of the house. She told the messengers, “I did
not know they were spies. They have gone
already. But if you run quickly, I am sure you
can catch them.” So the messengers left quickly,
hoping to catch the two spies.

Rahab returned to the roof where the spies
were still hiding and made a deal with them.

She told them that she knew their God was the
only true God and that He had given the
Israelites the land. She reminded the spies that
she had saved their lives and asked them to
spare her life and the lives of her family when
the Israelites came in to conquer Jericho. The
spies agreed. They told her to tie a red rope in
her window so the soldiers would know which
house to spare. They promised not to harm
Rahab’s family.

• Why do you think the Bible mentions the
color of the rope—scarlet? (The color

symbolizes the blood of Christ. Just as Rahab’s 
family was safe inside the house where the scarlet
cord was, so we can be safe by the blood of Christ
that cleanses us from all sin.)

One Last Barrier (Joshua 3)
The Israelites had one more barrier between

them and the Promised Land. They had to cross
the Jordan River, which was extra wide at this
time of year. Its banks were overflowing. To
give the people courage, Joshua said, “Here is
how you will know that God is with us and
that He will surely drive out the Canaanites
before us. As soon as the feet of the priests
who are carrying the ark of the covenant touch
the water, the water will divide and pile up in a
heap.”

So the priests carried the ark up to the edge
of the river and stepped in. Instantly, the
waters from above stopped flowing and the
ground remained dry. The priests did not even
get their feet muddy as they carried the ark to
the middle of the riverbed. They stayed there
until all the people had crossed over on dry
ground.

Remembering God’s Faithfulness (Joshua 4)
God did a great miracle and He wanted the

people to remember it. So Joshua chose one
man from each of the 12 tribes. He told them to
pick one stone each from the riverbed and carry
it to the camp. There they would pile the stones
to make a memorial. When their children
asked, the men would be able to tell them how
God had dried up the river so they could cross
over into the Promised Land.
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When the men did as Joshua said, the priests
carried the ark out of the river. As soon as the
feet of the priests touched the riverbank, the
waters of the Jordan returned, and the river
overflowed its banks as before. When the 
people saw this miracle, they knew that God
was with Joshua and that God had chosen him
to be their leader.

• How can you be successful like Joshua?
(Obey God. Begin by trusting in Christ for sal-

vation, even if the world ridicules you.)
• How do you think the priests felt when they

came to the river and first stepped in? How
would you feel? Did they show faith? 

• Describe a memorial you have seen. How
did it help you think about the past? How is
the Lord’s Supper a memorial for us? (We are to
do it in remembrance of what Jesus did for us on
the cross.)

I Want to Be Like Joshua!

Have the students use their Bibles to complete page 
3 of Bible Treasures. While they work, have them 
discuss the attributes of great leaders. Write the 
attributes on the board.

E N R I C H M E N T  I D E A S

DISCOVER

Discussion Questions
Use these discussion questions as a means of finding out your students’ comprehension of the story and Bible Truth.

• Why do you think God chose Joshua instead of someone else? (Joshua obeyed God.)
• Do you suppose Joshua was the best looking? most popular? smartest? strongest?
• Before God blesses us, what must we do? (Obey.)
• What are some ways we show obedience to God today? (Obeying authority figures; observing the Lord’s

Supper.)
• What do we receive in return for trusting Christ? (Salvation; this is God’s greatest miracle. Read Luke 10:20.)

At the End of Her Rope
See page 31 of Bible Treasures for an activity about Rahab and the spies. Have students read and connect verses to

reveal the message of salvation.

Interviews
Suggest students interview grandparents, parents, youth leaders, pastors, etc., to find examples of heroes in 

people’s lives. Who did these folk consider heroes? Have students interview some of their own school friends 
also. Do our ideas about heroes change as we grow older? Have them compare their own personal heroes with 
those of their parents or grandparents. How are they alike? How are they different? Do young people today look for
the same qualities in a hero that older people do? Finally, have students profile God’s picture of a hero. Suggest they
use Scripture to justify their answers.

Provide a time in class for students to share their hero “findings” with one another.

7

Lesson 1: Crossing the Jordan Joshua 1:1–5:1 3

NO F __ __ __

BE C __ __ R __ __ __ __ U __

M __ D __ __ __ __ __

IN GOD’S WORD

O __ __ __ GOD’S WORD

Faith made
him a winner!

After Moses, Joshua became Israel’s leader.
The Lord would use Joshua to take posses-
sion of the Promised Land and to challenge
the people of Israel to obey the Lord.

Joshua wasn’t afraid of giants.

Even the thick, strong, tall walls of Jericho
didn’t scare him.

Joshua was courageous because he knew
God was on his side.

Find out how you can be like Joshua. Find
the clues in Joshua 1:6-9.

Making God’s Word Mine

“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither

be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.” Joshua 1:9

Bible Treasures, page 3
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E N R I C H M E N T  I D E A S

W O R S H I P  I D E A S

Applying the Bible Truth
RESPOND Trust ing  God

in  Dif f icult  S ituations
Remind students that God uses all sorts of people 

to further His kingdom—even sinful people. All the 
Bible “heroes” were sinful people saved by grace 
through faith. James 2 indicates this faith is seen 
through works. Rahab’s risk was such a work. 
Rahab is commended for her faith in God, not for 
her lie (see Joshua 2; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25). 
Though people lie sometimes, God “hath not dealt 
with us after our sins” (Ps. 103:10), but according 
to Christ’s righteousness applied through faith
(Rom. 5:1-2).

The F-Factor Fitness Plan

Use page 4 in Bible Treasures to help students 
understand that they can overcome fear and 

trust the Lord to be with them in difficult situations. 
Help students realize they can conquer worry by 
exercising faith.

In the bottom right corner of page 4, students 
are directed to write about or illustrate a 

problem they are facing. Ask volunteers to share 
their problems. Take time to pray for these specific 
students and for the class as a whole. Some students 
may not be comfortable with sharing aloud, but be 
sure they are all included in prayer.

At Home This Week

You may want to review the Power Station paper 
with your students as you distribute the papers 
today. Most students enjoy the new feature story 
each week, which is correlated to the Life Response 
Aim of the Sunday School lesson. Remind students 
of the fun puzzles and games, such as those appear-
ing on page 3 of the paper. Connect is a good 
resource for personal daily devotions. Many 
students enjoy the craft projects which are 
introduced from time to time. Power Station is a 
good resource—use it to the full!

Music
This week lead the class in singing songs that

emphasize God’s faithfulness when we follow His
Word, such as “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” or
“How I Love Thy Law, O Lord!”

Worship Activity
Divide the students into two or three groups.

Give them a few minutes, depending on how
much time is left in class, to review the memory
verse. Then, ask them to stand as groups and recite
the verse. Help them along if needed. You may
want to give a small prize for the group who
recites it the best from memory.

Closing
Allow students to share things they know God

wants them to do. Close with a prayer, asking the
Lord to help your students have the courage to do
these things and to obey God. Thank the Lord that
He keeps His promises.

Time Line
Prepare Sheets 2–5 (Creation through Conquest),

Teaching Resources, before class. Line up the Time Line
cards on the wall or on the chalk tray. See Sheet 12b for
rules of the game and answers. You will also need copies
of Copymaster 1, page 73 in Teaching Guide, for Lesson 1,
and pens or pencils.

Complete this copymaster together as a class. Scramble
the Time Line cards and choose two or three students to
put them in order. Learn from the errors. Scramble and
repeat.

Scripture Search
Have all students stand. Give them the following 

references one at a time to look up as quickly as possible.
Have the first person who finds the verse read it and sit
down. Continue until every student is seated. As each
verse is read, relate it to the Bible Truth. You may need 
to provide additional verses according to the number of
students in your class.

Proverbs 4:27 1 Samuel 15:22
James 2:25 Jeremiah 7:21-30

8
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Why be a worried,
wobbly weakling? Firm
up your faith with our
never-fail, three-point
*F-Factor Fitness Plan!

Watch
Your Diet
God doesn’t want us to be
heavyweight worriers.
Look up today’s memory
verse, Joshua 1:9. Then
unscramble the letters
below to discover two
things we should cut out
of our spiritual diet.

AFRE

MADYIS

Exercise
Your Faith
Muscles
Say the memory verse each
morning when you lift your
body out of bed. Then ask the
Lord to help you remember
the whole day long that He is
with you wherever you go.
List some situations you face
where it would be encourag-
ing to remember that you
aren’t alone.

Get
Proper
Rest
Repeat the memory verse
again each night as you
snuggle into bed. Then think
back over the day. Have you
brought any worries or
problems to bed with you?
Tell the Lord about each one
and ask Him to help. If you
get really good at trusting
the Lord to help work things
out, you will find it easier
and easier to get a good
night’s rest.

Use the space inside this circle to
briefly tell about or picture a prob-
lem you’re facing. If you desire
God’s help and are willing to trust
Him, draw a diagonal line across
the circle.

* The F-Factor is faith.

Bible Treasures,
page 4

FEAR
DISMAY

answers
will vary answers

will vary
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