
A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR A STRONG CHURCH 

Thank you for reviewing Scripture Press curriculum for your ministry. 

Scripture Press builds a solid foundation based on Scripture and a goal for dedicated 
discipleship. Scripture Press curriculum is designed to help students understand and grow 
in the knowledge of God's Word. 

Features include 
• Conservative theology and doctrine
• 3-step lesson plan
• Dual translation NIV/KJV (two-year-old through High School) and choice of

translation for adult NIV or KJV.

What makes Scripture Press distinct? 
• Builds a solid faith foundation with a high view of Scripture (verbal, plenary

inspiration, inerrant, authoritative)
• Equips teacher for success through Bible background, devotions, and tips, with

additional training and resources online
• Bible skills build deeper at each age level with thought-provoking questions
• Moderate dispensational emphasis
• Pre-millennial, but no single view on time of the rapture
• Encourages students of all ages to be learners of God’s Word and be mission-

minded
• Easy-to-use 3-step lessons

Scope and Sequence 
The scope and sequence shown inside the sample teacher guide may not reflect the 
current-year. Download the current scope here. 

Getting help 
During your review, should you need assistance from one of our ministry consultants, you 
can find yours here. Please let us know how we can serve you. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/dcc-marketing/scope-and-sequence/scope-and-sequence-scripture-press.pdf
https://davidccook.org/find-your-ministry-consultant/


Co
ve

r 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y:
 P

ub
lis

he
r

ow
ne

d 
ph

ot
o 

by
 S

tu
di

o 
2 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y

YOUNG TEEN TEACHING GUIDE

Y
O

U
N

G
 T

E
E

N
 T

E
A

C
H

IN
G

 G
U

ID
E

Total  Bib le
Learning

®

UNIT T H E M E S
Following

Living

Following
Jesus’ Teaching

Living a Life of Love

0

4406010-Cov-SP.pdf  8/20/09  10:31 AM  Page 1

SAMPLE LESSON
Includes links to related resources



Features

YYoouunngg  TTeeeenn
T e a c h i n g  G u i d e

Making These Lessons Work
for You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Leading a Teen to Christ . . . . 3

Additional Resources . . . . . . 3

Teacher-to-Teacher 
Counsel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Notes/Prayer Requests . . . . 73

Theme Chart/Outlook for
Next Quarter . . . . . . . . . . . 81

UNIT 1 — FOLLOWING JESUS’ TEACHINGS

Lesson 1
Lost and Found  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Lesson 2 
Happy Are the Humble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Lesson 3 
Counting the Cost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Lesson 4 
The Freedom of Forgiveness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Lesson 5 
Put Your Money Where Your Faith Is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

Lesson 6 
Pray with Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

Lesson 7 
Invest Your Talents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

Lesson 8 
Hear with Your Heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

UNIT 2 — LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE

Lesson 9 
Learning to Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48

Lesson 10 
You Are Loved . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Lesson 11 
Enemy Assaults on Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58

Lesson 12 
Love and Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

Lesson 13 
Love and Obedience . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

Copyrighted material. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced 
without permission. Printed in South Korea. 
Scripture quotations are from the King James 
Version of the Bible. All Scripture quotations, 
unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide.. 

To order any products mentioned 
in this manual, call:

1-800-323-7543 (U.S. Only)

1-800-263-2664 (Canada Only)

To reach us on the web:

www.DavidCCook.org/curriculum

To reach us by regular mail:
David C. Cook
Scripture Press
4050 Lee Vance Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO  80918

4406013-Cov.qxp:140606 cov1-4-P3  7/24/12  2:44 PM  Page 2



Theme Chart 3-Year Cycle

Coming
Next Quarter

Themes
� Knowing Jesus as Son

of Man (Identifier)
� Trusting God No

Matter What

Aims
� To realize that Jesus

knows and under-
stands us completely

� To know that God
cares for us and will
see us through our
suffering

Young Teen 
Curriculum Tools
� Teaching Guide
� Teaching Resources
� Young Teen Scene

Student Guide
� Real Time

Take-Home Papers

Order these and other materials 
on next quarter’s Curriculum 

Order Form or see your Sunday
School curriculum supplier.
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Knowing Jesus 
as Son of Man
(Identifier)

Luke

Trusting God No
Matter What

Job, Jonah, Habakkuk

Exploring 
God’s Book

James

Improving Family
Relationships
Selected Scriptures

Beginnings of 
Planet Earth

Genesis 

Learning from
Israel’s Past
Selected Scriptures

Becoming Like 
Jesus

John, Galatians 

Living a Life of
Faith

1 Kings, Ezra, Daniel

Finding Personal
Worth

Genesis, Psalms, 
selected Scriptures

Getting Along 
with Others
1 & 2 Corinthians

Spending Time 
with God

2 Samuel, selected Psalms 

Experiencing 
God’s Power

The Gospels

Exploring God’s
Plan for People
Selected Scriptures

Caring about 
People

Amos, Matthew, Luke

Counting the Cost
2 Timothy, 

selected Scriptures

Sharing Personal
Faith

The Gospels, 
selected Epistles 

Talking with God
Selected Scriptures

Encouraging 
Others

Selected Scriptures

Knowing Jesus as
Son of God 
(Saviour)

John

Choosing Christ’s
Values
Matthew 

Living as God’s
People, the Church

Selected Scriptures

Reaching the 
World through 
the Church

Acts

Following Jesus’
Teachings

Matthew, Mark, Luke

Living a Life 
of Love
1 John
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OV E RV I E W
Scripture

Luke 15

Bible Truth
God loves each one of us with a love that never quits.

Life Response Aim
To see ourselves and others as God sees us.

Memory Verse
“Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 
Luke 15:10, KJV

“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”     Luke 15:10, NIV

FOCUS
A Modern-Day Parable

DISCOVER
Jesus Uses Parables

RESPOND
What We Can Learn from Parables

M AT E R I A L S
❑ Bibles, pencils

FOCUS
❑ Pencils, paper

DISCOVER
❑ Young Teen Scene, Student Sheet 1a
❑ Teaching Resources, Sheet 1
❑ Money for the “Prodigal Son” skit

RESPOND
❑ Chalk, chalkboard
❑ Young Teen Scene, ON TARGET 1
❑ Real Time take-home papers

Lesson  1

Lost  and  Found

UNIT 1 - FOLLOWING JESUS’ TEACHINGS

Preparing  Your  Heart  to  Teach
When we look to the context of Jesus’ three parables in Luke 15, we see the reason for Jesus’ telling the stories—He was

responding to the Pharisees’ grumbling about His associating with riffraff (v. 1-12). In that light, we mustn’t overlook the signifi-
cant conclusion to the third parable, The Prodigal Son. When we recall the great story, we can be tempted to end at verse 24,
ignoring the father’s interaction with the older son. But who does this elder son represent, whose heritage is everything that is
the father’s (v. 31)? We may not like the representation, but he signifies us believers! 

Before we object too quickly, we need to consider: Are there people whom we’d rather perceive as enemies, instead of
brothers or sisters in Christ? Are there some “especially” lost souls whom we’d consider an embarrassment for God to find . . .
let alone call our family members? Be that as it may, Jesus called us to be glad (v. 32) along with the hosts of heaven when
any lost soul is found. So what’s your response when you hear the good news that some former “enemy of the faith” (or 
perhaps a personal enemy) has claimed Christ as his or her Saviour? Will you celebrate with heaven?
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To introduce your students to the concept of
parables, begin with one of your own. Feel

free to allow a little more time than usual for Focus,
since you are not only setting up this lesson, but the
entire unit as well.

Listen to this story, and ask yourself, “How
would I react to Sally in this situation?”

Sally grew up in a Christian home. She was
blessed with two loving parents and one older
brother. But no family is perfect, and neither
was hers. The problem in her family was this:
Sally felt that her brother was perfect, and she
believed that she could never measure up. No
matter what I do, she thought to herself, I can
never please Mom or Dad. But Jim does every-
thing they ask him to do. It’s sickening.

Her parents didn’t like her clothes, didn’t like
her music, didn’t like her friends, and didn’t
like the places she liked to go. I’ve got my own
life to live. I want to do things my way, she told
herself. Often she got into arguments with
them and then would end up spending the
night crying herself to sleep.

Finally Sally concluded, My parents don’t
want me here. I know—I’ll move in with Jessie.
She’s got the coolest mom. Her mom is so into
her boyfriend that she never hassles Jessie.
Jessie can come and go as she pleases. It’ll be
perfect. I’ll run away tonight. And she did.

Now Sally was having a ball! She and Jessie
went everywhere together. They went to par-
ties, hung out with friends, went shopping, and
did whatever they wanted.

However, after several weeks had passed, the
excitement began to wear off. Sally got the dis-
tinct feeling she was cramping Jessie’s style.
Jessie even ditched her a few times at school. It
all came to a climax one Friday night with Sally
and Jessie screaming at each other. Sally
stormed out, and Jessie yelled after her, “Pick
up your junk tomorrow.”

Suddenly Sally woke up to the fact that she
had nowhere to go. After two hours of walking
in circles in the park, arguing with herself, she
decided to go back home and ask her parents’
forgiveness.

As she turned the corner onto her street, she
saw her dad just standing in the front yard. He
saw her coming and . . .

Stop at this point and discuss the story. Ask
students to respond to the following questions.

Put yourself in Sally’s place. What would you
say to your dad if you were she?

Next, put yourself in the dad’s place. How, in
your opinion, would a typical dad react to Sally
in this situation? What would he say? What
would he do? How would he feel? How should
a loving father respond to Sally?

And what about the brother? How should Jim
respond to Sally? With anger? understanding?
acceptance? rejection?

Encourage your teens to discuss this story. As
they do, listen for insights into their own 

family situations. Each student will tend to filter
this story through his or her unique situation. 

After your discussion, challenge your teens to
write a conclusion to the story. Hand each student a
sheet of paper and a pencil. Give them the following
directions. You are now the storyteller. Complete
this story in the way you believe it should end.
At the end of the lesson, I’ll ask some of you to
read your conclusions to the class.

Before class, write your own ending to this
story, based upon Jesus’ Parable of the

Prodigal Son. Keep your own perspective focused
on the point that Scripture emphasizes—God’s love
and continual acceptance of us when we wander
away from Him. Emphasize how Sally’s parents
were anxiously waiting for her to return. Have them
rejoice when she does, focusing on their undying
and unconditional love for Sally. Read this conclu-
sion to your class in the lesson’s Respond section.

Transition ➔ We have just demonstrated one
of Jesus’ favorite ways of teaching. He loved to
tell stories to people. In fact, the three
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—are filled
with stories that Jesus told. Each time He told
a story, He was making a very important point,
a lesson about God or about life that He 
wanted the people to learn.

In fact, He told a story similar to the one we
just read. The details were a bit different, but
the plot was similar. Turn with me to Luke 15,
and let’s see what God wants us to know.

FOCUS
Preparing the heart for the Bible Truth

A Modern-Day Parable
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DISCOVER
Exploring the Bible Truth

Jesus  Uses  Parables
The stories that Jesus told are often called 

parables. For example, in Luke 15:3, Luke says 
that Jesus told a group of people a parable. 
Whenever you see that word, you know that 
Jesus is telling a story in order to teach a very 
important lesson to the people who were there. 
As we read His parables, we can learn the same 
lessons ourselves.

In this chapter, Jesus told three stories or 
parables. I’m going to describe the situation 
and then let you tell me what important lesson 
Jesus is trying to teach.

Point out that in Jesus’ day, tax collectors were 
considered the scum of the earth. They often 

overcharged the people they taxed so they could 
pocket the difference. On this particular occasion, 
Jesus was eating with a group of sinners that 
included several tax collectors. The self-righteous 
Pharisees criticized Him for this, since they thought 
Jesus was wasting His time with this kind of people. 
They thought that they were better than these 
sinners. Their attitude prompted Jesus to recite this 
trilogy of parables. In these three parables, Jesus 
taught us two basic lessons.

1. Jesus loves every person, including each one of 
us, with a love that never quits.

2. We should see others and ourselves as God 
does.

  Hand out Student Sheet 1a, Young Teen  Scene. 
Divide your class in half and have one half

answer the top section, and the other half answer 
the bottom. If time is short, omit this activity and 
concentrate on the Parable of the Lost Son.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7)

1. What does a shepherd do when he
realizes a sheep is missing? (The shepherd

leaves the others in the field and searches for the
lost sheep.)

2. What does the shepherd do when the sheep
is found? (He celebrates and rejoices with friends.)

3. What makes the shepherd react that way
over one little sheep? (The good shepherd rejoices
because he values every single sheep. This one lost
sheep is as important as any of the others who are
not lost. Each sheep is loved unconditionally. So
much does he love them that he is willing to 

sacrifice his own well-being in order to provide for
the safety of any one of them.)

4. What do the shepherd and the sheep repre-
sent in this parable? (The shepherd is Jesus. The
sheep represent people who sin, such as the tax col-
lectors He was talking to, and people today. As the
shepherd went to find the lost sheep, so Jesus
sought after you and me. Jesus was illustrating that
our need of His grace is of utmost importance and
that He would seek even one lost person in need of
His grace. 

However, there is another important principle in
this story for Christians too. Just as He did not look
down upon the sinners with whom He spoke, but
sought to save them, neither should we look down
upon others, but should rather seek to introduce
them to God’s grace in Jesus Christ.)

The Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)
1. What did the woman do when she realized

she was missing a coin? (She searched the whole
house for it.)

2. What did she do when she found it? (She
rejoiced and celebrated with her friends.)

3. What made her react that way over one
little coin? (The coin was very valuable to her. It
meant a lot to her, and she was willing to expend
her time and energy to find it.)

4. What do the woman and the coins repre-
sent in the parable? (The woman’s search repre-
sents the ministry of the Holy Spirit. The coin repre-
sents the sinners Jesus was talking to, including
people just like you and me. Each person is very
valuable to Him, just like the one precious coin. The
Holy Spirit recovers the lost sinner, and there is joy
in heaven upon the salvation of that one soul.)

Jesus told one more story. Tell me if this story
sounds somewhat similar to a story we’ve
already heard.

The Parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son
(Luke 15:11-32)

To summarize quickly the many dynamics of 
this parable, choose four students to act out 

this story while you (or a student who reads well) 
read the script as it appears on Sheet 1, Teaching 

Resources. Students will play the parts of the father, 
the lost son, the older brother, and the servant. Give
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the person playing the father some money to use as
the “inheritance.” Be sure to pause throughout the
reading of the script to allow the players to carry
out their actions.

At the conclusion of the drama, 
discuss the following questions with

your students.

1. Who does the father in this parable
represent? (God, our Heavenly Father)

Emphasize the significance of God’s relationship
with us as Father. Discuss the pain the father in the
story would have felt, and compare that to God’s
great sadness over the separation that exists
between Him and His children.

2. Who does the lost son represent? (Anyone
who is lost in sin. All people are born into this
world separated from God by sin. And as long as
they remain in rebellion against Him, they cannot
claim to be His children.)

Obviously the son (like all people who are lost)
greatly wronged the father. Most of us would make
the case that the son was only going to get what he
deserved. But the father’s (and God’s) concern is the
consequences that would happen because of the
son’s choice to separate from the father. 

3. Describe what happens to the son who
runs away. (He runs out of money, gets into 
trouble, begins to starve, and realizes that the 
reasons he left his father were all lies. He decides to
return and humbly ask for his father’s forgiveness.)

4. What was the father doing when the son
returned? (Since he spotted his son a long way off,
we can assume that he was constantly watching,
anticipating his son’s return.)

Sometimes we can be tempted to think that, just
because God is omniscient and knows everything,
His reaction must be indifferent when we do repent.
It is as if we picture God saying, “Ho hum—I knew
you’d return all along.” But the picture we have
here is anticipation and joy at our repentance, even
when He knew it all along. Emphasize to your stu-
dents the great happiness God has for a sinner’s
return.

5. How does what the son asked of the father
in verse 12 compare to what he asked of him in
verse 19? (In v. 12, the son basically demands,
“Father, give me what I want”; but in v. 19 he asks,
“Father, make me one of your servants.”) 

Point out to your students how this represents the
difference between sinful rebellion and sincere
repentance. What kept the son separated was not
the father—he was always waiting, always willing
to accept his son if he would just return. The 
separation existed because the son would not
return. 

The parable gives us a vivid image that can also
help us understand repentance—the lost son turns
away from the pig slop of sin (brought about
because of his separation from the Father) and
returns home to the welcoming arms of God the
Father and His righteousness.

6. How did the father respond to his son
when he returned? (He threw a party and 
celebrated the return of his son—it’s a vivid picture
of God’s sincere joy.)

7. What was wrong with the older brother’s
response? (He failed to see his younger brother the
way that his father did, as someone who needed his
love. He should have rejoiced at his brother’s
return, rather than condemn the father for loving
him. The hard question for Christians here is, “How
do we react when someone we despise comes to
Christ?”)

Transition ➔ Throughout these three para-
bles, Jesus taught us two basic lessons. Let’s
see if we can summarize what they are.

DISCOVER
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Sheet 1, Teaching Resources

The Prodigal Son
A YOUNG TEEN DRAMA

Characters: father, older son, younger son, and the servant.

Props (optional): coins, sports bag, robe, ring, shoes, and 
“A Distant Country” sign.

Directions: Choose four students to act out the following narrative
while it is being read. Pause to let students speak or act at all points
indicated by italic type or an asterisk (*).

Acertain man (introduce “father”) had two sons (introduce “sons”), lots of
money, and a servant (introduce “servant”). The younger son said, “Father, give
me my share of your estate now!”* So the father divided his wealth and gave

the younger son his part.* Soon afterward, the younger son packed his sports 
bag,* took his money, and set off for a distant country.*

In the distant country, the young man went crazy—living wildly and wasting
his money.* As soon as he had spent it all, a famine struck. The young man
began to starve.* So he got a job feeding pigs.* But he grew so hungry, he
began craving pig food.* He dreamed of pig food day and night; and when no
one was looking, he sneaked a few pods from the pigs.*

One day while lying in the mud,* the young man came to his senses.* He said,
“Even my father’s hired men have more than enough to eat!* I’ll go home!*
I’ll say, ‘Father, I have sinned against you and God;* I am no longer worthy to
be called your son;* take me on as a hired hand.’”* The young man rehearsed
his lines.*

As the young man was returning home, his father spotted him while he was
still far away.* The father was filled with compassion* and ran to his son,*
threw his arms around him,* and kissed him.* The son began his speech to his
father.* But his father cried, “Nonsense!* Bring my son a robe, a ring, and
some shoes!* And kill the fatted calf!”*

“Yes sir!” said the servant.*

Meanwhile, after the older son had learned of the party for the younger son,
he stood outside sulking.* “Nobody ever gives me nothing,” he grumbled.* His
father went out to him and said, “My son, all I have is yours;* but you should 
be joyful!* Come in and join the celebration;* your brother was dead, but now
is alive.* He was lost, but now is found.”*
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We began with a parable of our own. Let’s
hear how some of you ended it.

Allow two or three volunteers to read their 
conclusions to the class. As they do, emphasize any
similarities between their conclusions and that of
the Parable of the Lost Son.

Let me read to you my ending to this story.
Read your conclusion to them. We can learn some
valuable lessons from these parables, can’t we?
Tell me what truths you have learned this
morning.

As your students suggest several truths and life-
applicable lessons, write them on the chalkboard. Be
certain to include the following:

• God loves every person, including each one
of us, with a love that never quits. No mat-
ter what we do, He will always keep loving
us and seeking to bring us back to Himself.

• We should always look at others the way
God does, seeing people as lost and in need
of salvation.

Emphasize the memory verse at this point.

Sally thought her parents were
unfair. For whatever reason, she
concluded they did not love her
or want her around. You know
what? Sometimes we mistakenly
think God no longer loves us.
There may be times when we
don’t think that we measure up.
We might even believe that God
has His favorites. The devil sure
knows how to foul up our 
thinking, doesn’t he?

Sally responded to such
thoughts by running away from
home. I’ve met some people who
responded to such thoughts
about God by running away from
Him. Maybe you are one of them.
If so, we have learned something
today, haven’t we? God loves you
with a love that will never quit.
Just like the lost son, and just
like Sally, don’t you think it’s
time to come home? God’s 
waiting for you.

Invite any of your students who would like to 
know more about Jesus to remain after class. 

See “Leading a Teen to Christ” on page 3 for more 
information.

Have each teen think of someone who may be 
unsaved. End by having them pray for these 

people.

Pass out ON TARGET 1, cut from page 31 of Young 
Teen Scene. Encourage your teens to write on their 
cards the names of the people they just prayed for. 
Encourage your teens to pray for them throughout 
the week.

Encourage your students to read this week’s Real 
Time. “True Love” may give them fresh insights as 
to God’s love for them. Also remind them to use 
Power Link for their daily devotionals.

Applying the Bible Truth
RESPOND What  We  Can

Learn  from Parables
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E N R I C H M E N T  I D E A S
Classroom Search

For Focus, hide an object somewhere in your classroom. Explain to
your students that this object is important to you and that you would
very much like to find it. Turn your teens loose in the classroom. Give
an inexpensive prize to the one who finds the object you hid. Make the
transition into Discover by pointing out that they looked diligently for
the object because they attached value to it (given your desire to have it
found and the prize that accompanied it). This will lead nicely into your
discussion of the three parables.

People Categories 
For Respond, have your students complete Student Sheet 1b. When

they are done, ask volunteers to share the categories they thought up
and how they divided the group. Then emphasize that God sees each
one as someone He loves with an undying love. He sees them as “lost
and found,” and will do whatever it takes to save those who are lost.

Home Link
Challenge your students to ask one of their parents this week to recall

a time when they (the students) might have gotten lost for a period of
time. Perhaps they simply were out of sight for a moment at a store.
Then they should ask how a parent feels when a child is lost, even for a
short moment.
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